
POLICE COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
OPEN SESSION 

August 12, 2013 9:00 a.m. 
 

PRESENT: Mayor Richard Meehan, Council President Lloyd Martin, Commission 
Chairperson Doug Cymek, City Manager David Recor, Council Member Dennis Dare, Chief 
Ross Buzzuro, Director of Emergency Services Joe Theobald, Captain Kevin Kirstein, Captain 
Gregory Guiton, Captain Michael Colbert and Lt. Scott Harner  
 
ABSENT: City Solicitor Guy Ayres 
 
1. Call to Order 9:05 a.m. 

2. The July 10, 2013 Minutes unanimously approved as written. 

3. Discussion of Four Wheel Scoot Coupe – At this time, the subject vehicle does not meet 
State requirements. The Town and OCPD have no influence over the process to have those 
requirements changed.   

4. Update on Highway Safety by Lt. Harner.  The Walk Smart program includes more than just 
walking, but also bicycle safety.  Because of our influx of visitors from surrounding towns 
and from other countries, it is important to teach bicycle safety as well.  These phenomenal 
statistics show that this program works:  Bicycle accidents are down 50%; Scooter accidents 
are down 68% and Pedestrian accidents are down 56%. 

The State Highway Administration invested funding into studying Coastal Highway.  There 
are four zones along Coastal Highway.  There seems to be a problem with the timing of the 
94th Street traffic lights – that is Zone C.  There have been complaints of backups in this area.  
There is going to be a change to the timing threshold effective August 12, 2013 to help 
alleviate this problem. At the end of the summer, the SHA will be able to study all of the 
information gathered and make recommendations for all four zones for the summer of 2014.   

It is important to remember that the public safety is our first priority.  Our statistics are too 
good to discount.  If we can adjust the timing of the lights without affecting pedestrian and 
bike safety, then they will be adjusted.   

Recommendation was made that the public be informed of this process so that they are 
familiar with what SHA and the City are doing.   

There has been a study performed by SHA on lowering the speed limit to 35 miles per hour 
from 33rd to 62nd Street. The study is now complete and is in the hands of SHA to make the 
final recommendation.  The decision should be made by the Spring 2014 meeting. 

5. Discussion was held on the opening and closing times for the Route 50 drawbridge after the 
fireworks on July 4th.  The Federal Register currently states that the bridge will be closed 
from 9:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Lt. Harner has had discussions with the Coast Guard and 



2 
 

learned that we can request a change to the time or an extension of the time so the bridge will 
remain down so there is uninterrupted traffic flow at the end of the fireworks.  Lt. Harner has 
been asked to contact the Coast Guard and to reach out to the Judith M Captain and/or 
Charter Captain’s Association, as we do not want to cause delay problems for the boaters 
who may be stuck waiting for the drawbridge.  Lt. Harner will report at the next Police 
Commission meeting in September. 

6. Crime Analysis and ECD/Taser Update – OCPD statistical analysis shows that our numbers 
are down, including disorderliness, calls for service and the use of ECD/Tasers – reductions 
all around the board. 

OCPD has had 97 ECD/Taser events this year. There were only five incidents in July with 
one deployment.  This shows that ECD/Tasers quickly gets the incident under control 
without injury to the suspect or to the police officer. 

7. Chief Buzzuro discussed crime on the boardwalk from 2010 to 2013.  Boardwalk crimes in 
2013 are in line with the previous years and in some cases reduced.   

8. New Business – Discussion on taxicabs parking on public streets.  On certain streets in 
Ocean City, there are taxicabs lined up all day, taking up parking for restaurant’s customers.  
There is a Taxi Cab Ordinance and this is a question for the City Solicitor.   

Motion made by Mayor Meehan and Seconded by Council President Lloyd Martin, that City 
Manager, David Recor meet with City Solicitor, Guy Ayres and come back to the Police 
Commission with recommendations regarding this matter.   

Meeting Adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 

 

The next meeting of the Police Commission will be Monday, September 9, 2013 at 9:00 AM at 
the Public Safety Building, 6501 Coastal Highway, Ocean City, MD  21842 

 

 

 

 

 

 


