
December 1, 2008 
REGULAR SESSION #23 

MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 
TOWN OF OCEAN CITY 

 

Present: 
Mayor Richard W. Meehan    Council Member James S. Hall 
Council President Joseph Mitrecic   Council Member Margaret L. Pillas 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin   Council Member Mary P. Knight 

       Council Member Douglas S. Cymek 

Absent:    
Council Member Joseph T. Hall, II 

 
 
ATTENDANCE 
City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Finance Administrator Martha Lucey, Zoning 
Administrator Blaine Smith, Public Works Transportation Superintendent George Thornes, City Engineer 
Terry McGean, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Members of the Press and Interested Parties.  
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this Regular Session to order at 6:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 301 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, Maryland 21842. 
 
PRAYER & PLEDGE 
Dick Sands of Son Spot Ministries led the Prayer, and Council Member Doug Cymek led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
REPORT FROM CITY MANAGER ON UPCOMING WORK SESSION 
City Manager Dare advised that the following items will be discussed in the upcoming Work Session: 

1. Bid Openings for the Jamestown Road Milling and Paving Project 
2. Report on the Ocean City Fire Department’s Rank Structure – presented by Ocean City Fire 

Chief Chris Larmore  
3. Report on the Surf Rescue debriefing – presented by Ocean City Fire Chief Chris Larmore  
4. Cost Reduction Measures – presented by City Manager Dennis Dare  

A. Tram Service, Fare and Advertising 
B. Bus – Reduction of Park and Ride Services 
C. ADA Bus Service 

5. Discussion of the Ocean City Website – presented by Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike 
Noah and Tourism/Convention Center Assistant Director Debbie Travers  

6. Discussion of the General Employee Pension Contributions – City Manager Dennis Dare  
7. Review of proposed Ordinance to amend Chapter 10, entitled Buildings and Regulations – 

presented by City Solicitor Guy Ayres  
8. Discussion of Legislative Committee Assignments 
9. Report on Tourism Commission Meeting of November 6, 2008 – presented by Council Member 

Margaret Pillas  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of Regular Session #22, dated November 17, 2008, were approved as presented.   
 
ITEMS PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
Mayor Meehan issued a Proclamation honoring Ocean City Firefighter Paramedics Derrick Simpson and 
Delbert Baker who, in the early hours of September 28, 2008, risked their lives to rescue two distressed 
swimmers caught in a rip current. 
 
SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT REQUESTS 
Special Events Director John Sullivan presented the following events for approval: 

A. Blessing of the Waters, on Saturday, January 10, 2009, from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., in front of 
the Carousel Hotel.  Present for questions was Reverend Father Michael Vasilikos of the St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church.  Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve; seconded 
by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.   

B. Festival of Music Parade, on Saturday, May 2, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., at the 
Convention Center.  Present for questions was Peter Mundrick.  Council Member Jim Hall 
moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 with 
Council Member Joe Hall absent.  

C. Beach 5 Sand Soccer, on June 27-28, 2009, starting at 9:00 a.m., on the beach between Dorchester 
and Caroline Streets.  Present for questions was Bill Harte.  Council Member Mary Knight 
moved to approve; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 6-0 with 
Council Member Joe Hall absent.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Jim Flaig of Ocean City Elks Lodge #2645 requested the Council’s support for slot machines in 
Fraternal Organizations.  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to support slot machines in 
fraternal organizations; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek.  The vote was 6-0 with 
Council Member Joe Hall absent.   Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to ask Mayor 
Meehan to draft the letter of support to the Maryland State Delegates; seconded by Council 
Member Jim Hall. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.  

B. Ocean City Fire Chief Chris Larmore briefed the Mayor and Council on the progress of the Ocean 
City Fire Department (see Attachment A).   

C. Ocean City Fire Chief Chris Larmore made a recommendation to adopt a new seal for the Ocean 
City Fire Department (see Attachment B).  Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve; 
seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe 
Hall absent.  

D. Citizen Robert Melvin asserted that government funding is available for door-to-door ADA Transit 
Service outside municipal limits.  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to ask Public Works 
Transportation Superintendent George Thornes to obtain written verification from State and 
Local Officials that funding is available for door-to-door ADA Transit Service; seconded by 
Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.  



Regular Session #23 
Page 3 of 10 
 
REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Zoning Administrator Blaine Smith presented a Conditional Use Request for expansion to the existing Old 
Pro Miniature Golf Course on 13603 Coastal Highway.    Council Member Mary Knight moved to accept 
the Planning Commission’s Finding of Fact (see Attachment C); seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin.  The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.
 
APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS, COMMISSIONS AND OTHER CITY ORGANIZATIONS 
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to appoint Blake McGrath to the Board of Port Wardens; 
seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.   
While Mr. McGrath was in attendance, Mayor Meehan swore him in.  
 
ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY SOLICITOR 
City Solicitor Ayres presented the following for approval: 
 

A. Second Reading of Ordinance 2008-21, amending Chapter 39, entitled Franchises, increasing an 
operator’s allowed maximum beach equipment parcel holdings from 30% to 50%.  Council 
Member Mary Knight moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 2008-21; 
seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall 
absent.  

 
B. First Reading of Ordinance 2008-22, creating the Post-Employment Benefit Trust.  Council 

Member Margaret Pillas asked for copies of all Pension Reports, and notification of meeting dates.  
Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 2008-22; 
seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe 
Hall absent.   Citizen Ellie Diegelmann commented on the necessity of this fund.   

 
ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 

A. City Manager Dare requested permission to issue a Request for Proposal for the Risk Department’s 
Actuarial Study.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Secretary 
Lloyd Martin. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent. 

 
B. City Engineer Terry McGean made a recommendation to award the South Ocean Drive Walkway 

contract to Brawner Builders, in the amount of $74,000.00 (Staff Estimate = $88,000.00). 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.  

 
C. [The recommendation of amendments to the take home vehicle policy was postponed.]   

 
City Manager Dare made a recommendation to throw out the bid from Lynch Publishing who 
reneged on their quote for the graphic design of the 2009 Sea For Yourself Guide, and award the 
next apparent low bid from Great State Publishing, for the amount of $11,880.00.  Council 
Member Jim Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote 
was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.  

Inserted 
Item 
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CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Herb Pawlukewicz commented on yard sale permits, and, the timely removal of posted public notices.  
Mayor Meehan suggested that civic associations can help remove old notices.  Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin said, as President of the Caine Woods Association, he will be sure that a reminder goes in the 
newsletter.    
 
Ellie Diegelmann commented on the DLITE Program, the AGH Presentation, the Toughbooks purchase, 
and the tax differential.   
 
Jim McGinnis commented on changing the accounting system and eliminating employee medical benefits. 
 
Bill Campbell commented on the yard sales. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
Council Member Margaret Pillas commented on the method of installing the plaques on the boardwalk 
benches.   
 
Council Member Jim Hall asked for a report on employee overtime. 
 
Mayor encouraged all to attend the Christmas Parade, Saturday, December 13, 2008 at 11:00 a.m.. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 7:44 p.m.; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent. 
 
Minutes prepared by Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond __________________________________ 
Minutes certified by City Clerk Carol Jacobs  
Minutes approved on:   
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