
  
December 15, 2008 
Amended, See Page 3 

REGULAR SESSION #24  
MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL 

 
Present: 
 
Mayor Richard W. Meehan   Council Member James Hall 
Council President Joe Mitrecic  Council Member Margaret Pillas 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin  Council Member Mary Knight 

Council Member Douglas Cymek 
Council Member Joseph Hall, II 

 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council 
Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager 
Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Finance 
Administrator Martha Lucey, Special Events Director John Sullivan, City Engineer Terry 
McGean, Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah, Chief Building Official Kevin Brown, 
City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Members of the Press and interested parties. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this Regular Session to order at 6:00 p.m., in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 301 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, Maryland 21842. 
 
PRAYER & PLEDGE 
Father Constantine Makrinos led the Prayer, and Council Member Doug Cymek led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes for Regular Session # 23, dated December 1, 2008 were approved as presented. 
 
ITEMS PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

A. The Proclamation honoring Fran Meyer was postponed. 
B. The discussion regarding the Tax Differential was postponed. 

 
SPECIAL EVENTS PERMIT REQUESTS 
City Solicitor Ayres advised that a closed session is necessary to discuss the Memorandum of 
Understanding with OC Air Show, LLC.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to convene into 
closed session to discuss a matter directly related to a negotiation strategy or the 
contents of a bid or proposal if public discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the 
public body's ability to competitively bid or make proposals; seconded by Council 
Member Doug Cymek. The vote was unanimous.
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Council President Joe Mitrecic reconvened the open session at 6:34 p.m., and reported that 
the closed session was held, at 6:05 p.m. to discuss contractual matters.  Persons present 
were Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, 
Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City 
Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, 
Special Events Director John Sullivan and Bryan Lilley of OC Air Show LLC.  Council Member 
Mary Knight moved to accept the terms of the Memorandum of Understanding with OC 
Air Show LLC with the discussed changes; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. 
The vote was unanimous.
 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to close the closed session; seconded by Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous.
 

A. Special Events Director John Sullivan announced, and Bryan Lilley reported on, the 
2009 Ocean City Air Show, on June 12-14, 2009, from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., with 
central staging in the area of 17th Street.  Council President Mitrecic asked Mr. Lilley to 
present another update in early 2009.  [The vote to accept the Memorandum of 
Understanding was taken in the closed session.]     

 
B. Council of Baltimore Ravens Roosts Annual Convention and Parade, May 28th – 

31st, 2009 and a Date Hold for 2010.  Present for questions was Sue Draper of the 
Council of Baltimore Ravens Roost.  Council Member Mary Knight moved to 
approve the event and the 2010 date hold; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. 
The vote was unanimous. 

 
C. Boardwalkin’ for Pets, on Saturday, April 25, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. to noon, starting at 

the Inlet in front of the Harrison Harbor Watch Restaurant.  Present for questions was 
Kristy Haley of the Worcester County/Ocean City Humane Society   Council Secretary 
Lloyd Martin moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The 
vote was unanimous. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Mayor Meehan delegated the Legislative Committee assignments to the Council 
Members for nomination and vote.  

 
Police Commission Seat:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to nominate 
Council Member Doug Cymek; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The 
vote was 6-1 with Council Member Margaret Pillas opposed.    
 
Police Commission Seat:  Council Member Doug Cymek moved to nominate 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The 
vote was 6-1 with Council Member Joe Hall opposed. 
 
Police Commission Seat:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to nominate 
Council Member Jim Hall; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote 
was unanimous.
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Committee Assignments continued… 
 
Noise Board Liaison:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to nominate Council 
Member Doug Cymek; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 
unanimous.
 
Tri-County Council Alternate to Mayor Meehan:  Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
nominate Council Member Mary Knight; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was unanimous. 
 
Americans with Disabilities Committee:  Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
nominate Council Member Mary Knight; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was unanimous.
 
Recreation and Parks Committee:  Council Member Doug Cymek moved to 
nominate Council Member Jim Hall; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. 
The vote was unanimous.
 
Recreation and Parks Committee:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to 
nominate Council President Joe Mitrecic; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was unanimous.
 
Recreation and Parks Committee:  Council Member Jim Hall moved to nominate 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The 
vote was unanimous.
 
Museum Liaison:  Council Member Jim Hall moved to nominate Mayor Rick 
Meehan; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous.
 
Tourism Committee:  Council Member Doug Cymek moved to nominate Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. <no vote taken>.
The vote was unanimous. 
 
Tourism Committee:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to nominate Council 
Member Mary Knight; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 
unanimous.
 
Tourism Committee:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to nominate Council 
Member Joe Hall; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. <no vote taken.>  
Council Member Joe Hall declined this nomination to allow Council Member Margaret 
Pillas to serve.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to nominate Council Member 
Margaret Pillas; seconded by Council Member Joe Hall.  The vote was 5-2 with 
Council President Joe Mitrecic and Council Member Mary Knight opposed.  
 
Humane Society Committee:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to nominate 
Council Member Mary Knight; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. <no vote 
taken.> The vote was unanimous.
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Humane Society Committee:  Council Member Joe Hall moved to nominate Council 
Member Jim Hall; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 
unanimous.
 
Risk Retention Committee:  Council Member Jim Hall moved to nominate Council 
Member Doug Cymek; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 
unanimous.
 
Risk Retention Committee Alternate:  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to 
nominate Council Member Jim Hall; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. 
The vote was unanimous.
 
Coastal Resources Legislative Committee:  Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
nominate Council Member Mary Knight; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was unanimous.
 
Coastal Resources Legislative Committee:  Council Member Mary Knight moved to 
nominate Council Member Joe Hall; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. 
The vote was unanimous.
 
Maryland Coastal Bays Foundation Board of Directors:  Council Member Jim Hall 
moved to nominate Council Member Joe Hall; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was unanimous.
 
Beach Mediation/Surfing Liaison:  Council Member Mary Knight moved to nominate 
Council Member Jim Hall; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote 
was unanimous.
 
Beach Mediation/Surfing Liaison Alternate:  Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
nominate Council Member Joe Hall; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. 
The vote was unanimous. 
 
Council Member Joe Hall moved to request that all Committees report to the 
Council in the open session immediately following the committee meeting; 
seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous. 

 
B. [Just prior to this Regular Session, the Mayor and Council toured the Convention Center 

to visualize Staff recommendations for future renovations.]  City Engineer Terry 
McGean recommended that the Mayor issue a letter of support to the Maryland Stadium 
Authority requesting matching funds for the expansion effort.  Also present for this 
discussion was Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah.  Council Member 
Mary Knight moved to proceed to the next step of the expansion; seconded by 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. This motion and second were withdrawn. 

 
Jim Flaig, Coordinator of the Seaside Boat Show, stated his opposition to the plans for 
permanent seating. 
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Convention Center Discussions continued… 
 

Brian Stair, Coordinator of the Custom Car Show, commented on the proposed layout. 
 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to ask the Mayor to prepare a letter to the 
Maryland Stadium Authority requesting financial support for the Convention 
Center renovations, and, to continue this discussion in a future work session, 
and, to set March 1, 2009 as the deadline for decision; seconded by Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin.  The vote was 6-1 with Council Member Jim Hall opposed.
 

C. Council Member Margaret Pillas reported on the Tourism Committee Meeting of 
November 6, 2008. 

  
ITEMS REFERRED TO, AND PRESENTATIONS FROM, THE CITY SOLICITOR 
City Solicitor Ayres presented the following: 
 

A. Second Reading of Ordinance 2008-22 creating a Post-Employment Benefits Trust 
Fund.   Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve the Second Reading of 
Ordinance 2008-22; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 6-1 with 
Council Member Joe Hall opposed.   Citizen Ellie Diegelmann commented on the 
amount of money paid for post-retirement benefits.   

 
B. First Reading of Ordinance 2008-23 amending Chapter 10, entitled Buildings and 

Regulations, to adopt and update various changes to the international building and fire 
codes.  Council Member Joe Hall moved to approve the First Reading of 
Ordinance 2008-23; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 
unanimous.  Council Member Doug Cymek asked Chief Building Official Kevin Brown  
to schedule a question and answer session for Town Citizens.   

 
Mr. Brown explained the Builder’s Guaranty Fund requirements to Citizen Ellie 
Diegelmann.   

 
Keith Norwalk mentioned that after-market vendors are offering services to make 
windows on existing structures impact resistant.   

 
C. First Reading of Ordinance 2008-24 amending Chapter 38, entitled Floods, changing 

the areas defined as critical area and requires HVAC equipment to be elevated per 
FEMA Flood Requirements.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve the First 
Reading of Ordinance 2008-24; seconded by Council Member Joe Hall  The vote 
was unanimous. 

 
 
ITEMS REFERRED TO, AND PRESENTATIONS FROM, THE CITY MANAGER 
City Manager Dare presented the following: 
 

A. General Services Director Joe Sobczak presented a list of budgeted vehicle purchases 
(see Attachment A).  Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept this 
recommendation; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 
unanimous. 
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B. Director Sobczak presented a list of budgeted Emergency Medical Supplies (see 

Attachment B).  Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept this recommendation; 
seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was unanimous. 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE CITIZENS 
Citizen Jim McGinnis stated his opposition to the Convention Center expansion.   
 
Citizen Ellie Diegelmann stated her opposition to awarding the website design contract to 
MGH.   
 
COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
Council Member Margaret Pillas asked for a report on Employees’ base salaries and earnings.   
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic said that he received a letter from the Chamber of Commerce 
asking for the City’s contribution towards Harbor Day in West Ocean City.  He asked City 
Manager Dare to ensure that Worcester County has provided their portion of the agreement.  
He wished everyone a safe holiday season. 
 
Mayor Meehan responded to Citizen Diegelmann’s comments.  He wished everyone a happy 
holiday and encouraged all to attend the Mayor’s Open House on January 1, 2009, from 1:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m..  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 8:56 p.m.; seconded by Council Secretary 
Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 
 
 
Minutes prepared by Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond __________________________ 
 
Minutes certified by City Clerk Carol Jacobs 
 
Minutes approved by the Mayor and City Council on  
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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