
April 1, 2008 
WORK SESSION   

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL   
TOWN OF OCEAN CITY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In attendance:  Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Members Jim Hall, Jay Hancock, Mary Knight 
and Margaret Pillas, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, City Manager Dennis Dare, Assistant to City Manager 
Kathy Mathias, Finance Administrator Martha Bennett, Human Resource Director Roger Weseman, 
Public Works Director Hal Adkins, Assistant Public Works Director James Parsons, City Engineer Terry 
McGean, Planning and Community Development Director Jesse Houston, Parks and Recreation Director 
Tom Shuster, General Services Director Joe Sobczak, Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah, 
Fire Marshal Sam Villani, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond, Members of the 
Press and Interested Parties.  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council Secretary Nancy Howard and Council 
Member Lloyd Martin were absent. 
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this work session to order at 10:02 p.m.; then, Council Member 
Jim Hall moved to convene into closed session to discuss legal, contractual, personnel and real estate 
matters; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 5-0 with Council Members 
Howard and Martin absent.   
 
The Open Session reconvened at 1:35 p.m..   
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic commended the Ocean City Volunteer Fire Company and the Town’s 
Firefighter/EMS Division for containing the First Street fire.  He thanked the Berlin, Showell, Bishopville, 
Ocean Pines, Bethany Beach, Dagsboro, Frankford, Georgetown, Lewes, Millsboro, Millville, Rehoboth 
Beach, Selbyville, Roxanna and Milford Volunteer Fire Companies for their help at the scene.   He also 
thanked the Newark, Blades, Delmar, Elendale, Gumboro, Indian River, Laurel, Milton and Seaford Fire 
Companies, and, Sussex County Medic 105 for standing by to run additional calls for Town.  He reported 
that 38 Engines, 15 Trucks, 5 Rescue and 6 EMS Units were mobilized for this fire. 
 

1. Council President Joe Mitrecic reported on the closed session held prior to this open session at 
10:00 a.m..  Topics of discussion were:  (1) the appointment, employment, assignment, removal or 
resignation of appointees, employees or officials over whom it has jurisdiction; or any other 
personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; (2) to consider the acquisition of 
real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto; (3) to consult with Staff, 
consultants or other individuals about pending or potential litigations; (4) to conduct collective 
bargaining negotiations or consider matters that relate to the negotiations; (5) to comply with a 
specific constitutional, statutory or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures 
about a particular proceeding or matter; and, (6) to discuss a matter directly related to a negotiation 
strategy or the contents of a bid or proposal if public discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the 
public body's ability to competitively bid or make proposals. Persons present were:  Council 
President Joe Mitrecic, Council Members Hall, Hancock, Knight and Pillas, City Manager Dennis 
Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, City Engineer Terry 
McGean,  Bruce Bright of Ayres, Jenkins, Gordy and Almond,  Steve Silvestri of Miles and 
Stockbridge, Public Works Director Hal Adkins, Assistant Public Works Director James Parsons, 
Parks and Recreation Director Tom Shuster, Special Events Director John Sullivan, Special Events 
Coordinator Brenda Moore and Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah. 
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2. In accordance with the Town’s Employee Recognition Program, Finance Administrator Martha 
Bennett introduced Finance Employees Yetive King and Diana Chavis.  

 
3. Human Resource Director Roger Weseman, accompanied by Jim Yackley of Wor-Wic 

Community College, awarded 25 Members of the Town’s Management Team with Certificates of 
Completion for the Supervisory Training Program (See Attachment A). 

 
4. Bids, received for six (6) Stryker Power Pro Ambulance Cots, were read into the record: 

(FY08 Budget Allocation:  $56,400, *No Bid Bond Required): 
 

Vendor Bid 
Bound Tree Medical 
PO Box 8023 
Dublin, OH 43016-2023 

$11,259.76 each 

Stryker EMS Equipment 
422 Mockingbird Way 
Hockessin, DE 19707 

$10,307.46 each 

 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to acknowledge the apparent lowest bid from Stryker 
EMS Equipment with remand to Staff for review; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. 
The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 
5. General Services Director Joe Sobczak requested permission to purchase a Half-ton 4X4 Pickup 

Truck for Recreation and Parks, in the amount of $16,806, under the current Maryland State 
Contract.   Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve the purchase of the Half-ton 4X4 
Pickup Truck from Hertrich Fleet Sales of Milford, Delaware; seconded by Council Member 
Mary Knight. The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 
6. State Highway Administration (SHA) Engineers Donnie Drewer and Gene Cofiell gave an update 

on the SHA’s 2008 Spring Projects (Note: The SHA’s response are in italics for clarity and 
distinction.) 

 

• Route 50 Bridge laytex overlay project:  Mr. Drewer said that he anticipates all lanes of the 
bridge will be open on or about May 11, 2008. 

 

• Route 50 Bridge Study:  Mr. Drewer advised that the SHA continues to explore alternatives.  
He said another public hearing is scheduled for May 29, 2008. 

 

• Coastal Highway Pavement Overlay:  Mr. Drewer said that this project is complete except for 
some issues between 9th and 26th Streets, which will be addressed when funding is available.  
Mr. Drewer added that, after the Summer Season, the SHA intends to fix and raise some of the 
low inlets in the bus lanes. 

 

• Recoating of the Downtown stamped asphalt crosswalks:  Mr. Drewer advised that the SHA 
just awarded the contract to re-stain the brick pedestrian crosswalks, starting from south of 
First Street up to Second Street, in 2008.  He anticipates completing ten blocks per year. 

 

• Progress on installation of pedestrian countdown signals and LED lights:  Mr. Cofiell said that 
all traffic lights are being converted to the new LED signal heads; and countdown clocks will 
be installed for all pedestrian crosswalks by mid-June. 
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SHA DISCUSSION CONTINUED 

• Possible reconfiguration of pedestrian crossing at North Division and Philadelphia Avenue as 
suggested by the pedestrian safety task force.  Mr. Cofiell advised that this item is under 
review.   

 

• Plan of Action pertaining to the removal of the pole and mast arms that denote the combination 
bus and bike lane.  Mr. Cofiell stated that all poles and mast arms are scheduled to be removed 
by Fall 2008. 

 
7. In the March 11, 2008 Work Session, Hobbit Restaurant Owner Tom Heiderman requested 

approval for early occupancy for his restaurant in the Rivendell Building. (See Attachment B).  
 

In his March 27, 2008 Memorandum to the Mayor and Council, Zoning Administrator Smith gave 
this update: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
City Engineer Terry McGean advised that signage “prohibiting loading and unloading” is no 
longer required by Mr. Hiederman because this area will be marked as a Fire Lane.  Secondly, Mr. 
McGean reported that all but 10 feet of the damaged sidewalks are fixed.  The remaining 10 feet 
will be fixed when……..  Thirdly, Mr. McGean reported that the milling and paving of 80th and 
81st Streets is underway. 
 
Fire Marshal Sam Villani advised that they will perform their final inspection after the electrical 
inspection is complete.   
 
Zoning Administrator Blaine Smith advised that all life-safety requirements will be met before the 
Certificate of Occupancy is released.  
 
Mr. Heiderman said he wants to open on April 23, 2008.  He said the heating and air conditioning 
(HVAC) screening units are on order.   Council Member Jim Hall emphasized that the HVAC  
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HOBBIT RESTAURANT DISCUSSION CONTINUES… 
 
screening was a stated condition of occupancy by the Mayor and Council because it was so 
important to the neighboring condominium owners.  Council Member Pillas suggested that Mr. 
Heiderman  contact Shirley Eshleman of the Bay Princess Condominium Association for a 
possible solution.   
 
The Council asked Mr. Heiderman to appear for an update at the next Regular Session on April 21, 
2008. 
 

8. Environmental Engineer Gail Blazer presented a revised Stormwater Management Retrofit Cost 
Share Program (See Attachment C) and requested permission to transfer $10,000 from 
Stormwater/Critical Area Mitigation Account to fund this program.  Council Member Jay 
Hancock moved to accept this recommendation to transfer $10,000 from Critical Area 
Mitigation Account to fund the Stormwater Management Retrofit Cost Share Program; 
seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 4-1 with Council President Joe 
Mitrecic in opposition. 

 
9. City Clerk Carol Jacobs presented the annual Picnic Table Renewal Agreements for approval.  She 

recommended offering Bill Gibbs of the Doughroller the option to withdraw from his contract (due 
to the First Street fire).  Also, she presented a new request from Tiki Sunrise to allow placement of 
their picnic tables on Somerset Street.  Ocean City Development Corporation Director Glenn Irwin 
endorsed this request as long as table umbrellas are not used (reducing visibility of the Somerset 
Street retail shops).  Clerk Jacobs advised that there is no provision for umbrellas in the contract 
and they can not be used.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept City Clerk Carol Jacobs 
recommendation to renew the existing picnic table agreements; to offer a roll-over option or 
refund to the Doughroller, and, to grant a new agreement for 8 tables on Somerset Street 
made by Tiki-Sunrise; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 5-0 with 
Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 
10. City Clerk Carol Jacobs advised that John J. Robinson, the 11th Street Beach Parcel Bidder, does 

not intend to operate the 11th Street Beach Franchise.  She asked for approval to re-bid the 11th 
Street Parcel by offering to the current beach operators; and, proceed with Mr. Robinson’s 
debarment.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to re-bid the 11th Street Parcel and to 
commence with Mr. Robinson’s debarment; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. 
The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 
11. Public Works Director Hal Adkins requested permission to demolish the 14th Street Library.  He 

advised that the lot will be graveled and temporarily used for municipal purposes.  Council 
Member Mary Knight moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote 
was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 
12. Director Adkins advised that the residential construction project on 10th Street (Baltimore Avenue-

Philadelphia Avenue) presents an opportunity for the Town to participate in a cost share program 
with  Delmarva Power and Light and Verizon to underground utility wires.  He estimates that 
approximately $14,000 in payments to DPL and Verizon, and some internal construction efforts, 
are needed.   Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve participation with DPL and 
Verizon in under grounding utility wires at the 10th Street site; seconded by Council Member 
Margaret Pillas. The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 
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Secondly, Director Adkins advised that Public Works Construction will soon commence their 
2008 Street Improvement Program. He asked for assurance that the Mayor and Council intend to 
participate in the long-term cooperative effort (with Delmarva Power and Verizon) to under 
ground utility wires city-wide.  If so willing, he advised that the six streets needing conduit 
skeletons (36th, 37th, 38th, 41st, 50th, 59th Streets) will be set aside for re-pavement in the Fall of 
2008.   Council Member Jay Hancock moved to accept Director Adkins’ recommendation to 
install conduit skeletons on 36th, 37th, 38th, 41st, 50th and 59th Streets; seconded by Council 
Member Jim Hall. The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent.      
 

13. Director Adkins asked for a change to the wording of Chapter 70, Section 104 (b)(4), entitled Solid 
Waste, to codify the inclusion of pre-existing residential properties in the “mandatory opportunity 
to recycle.” He recommended the removal of the word “new” from the code section to read as 
follows:  “All new residential properties of three or more units shall provide space, containers, 
and access to facilitate recycling.”  Council Member Margaret Pillas moved to accept Director 
Adkins’ recommendation to modify Chapter 70, entitled Solid Waste, Section 104(b)(4) to 
remove the word “new” to support the “mandatory opportunity to recycle”; seconded by 
Council Member Jay Hancock. The vote was 4-0 with Council Member Hall out of the room 
and Council Members Howard and Martin absent.   

 
14. Assistant Public Works Director James Parsons requested approval to hire Lotepro 

Environmental Corporation for engineering services, for the Wastewater Treatment Plant’s 
aeration basin improvements, in the amount of $569,800 (Capital Improvement Bond Allocation = 
$700,000).  Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept Director Parson’s recommendation to 
hire Lotepro Environmental Corporation; seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas. 
The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent.  

 
15. Director Adkins requested approval to hire Whitman, Requardt and Associates, LLC in the 

amount of $74,037.20, for the design and bidding of the Water Main upgrades on Wight Street 
between 135th and 145th Streets.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept Director Adkins’ 
recommendation to hire Whitman, Requardt and Associates, LLC for the design and 
bidding for the water main upgrades; seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas.  The 
vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent.   

 
16. Director Adkins requested approval to hire Whitman, Requardt and Associates, LLC in the 

amount of $105,371.20 for the design, permitting and bidding of eleven (11) additional sub-
aqueous water main installations.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept Director Adkins’ 
recommendation to hire Whitman, Requardt and Associates for the design, permitting and 
bidding  of eleven (11) sub-aqueous water mains; seconded by Council Member Jay 
Hancock. The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 
17. City Solicitor Guy Ayres presented Traffic Regulation 2008-001 allowing for seven (7) parking 

spaces on 92nd Street for the United States Power Squadron Spring Conference.  Council Member 
Jim Hall moved to approve Traffic Regulation 2008-001; seconded by Council Member Jay 
Hancock.  The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent.  
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18. Solicitor Ayres reviewed the ordinance to amend Chapter 90, entitled Vehicles and Traffic, to 

increase towing fees.   License Inspector Rich Mason advised that 1100 Tow Sign Renewals 
(reflecting the old rate) were already mailed.  He said he is concerned about processing and 
distributing the revisions before the Second Reading.  City Solicitor Ayres recommended 
extending the effective date to June 1, 2008.   Council Member Jim Hall moved to ask City 
Solicitor Ayres to prepare the Ordinance to increase towing fees with a revised effective date 
of June 1, 2008; seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas.  The vote was 5-0 with 
Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 
19. Council Member Jim Hall requested postponement of the discussion of proposed changes to the 

Open Container Legislation be postponed until all Council Members are present.  Council 
Member Jim Hall moved to postpone this discussion until Monday, April 21, 2008; seconded 
by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and 
Martin absent. 

 
20. Council President Mitrecic reviewed Mayor Meehan’s letter to the Worcester County 

Commissioners requesting a meeting to discuss the Town’s tax differential request (see 
Attachment C). Council Member Mary Knight moved to send Mayor Meehan’s letter 
regarding the FY09 Grants Request for tax differential to the Worcester County Board of 
Commissioners; seconded by Council Member Jay Hancock. The vote was 5-0 with Council 
Members Howard and Martin absent.  City Manager Dennis Dare advised that the County 
Commissioners scheduled a tentative meeting date of April 22, 2008 at 11:20 a.m. 

 
21. Council Member Margaret Pillas reported on the Tourism Commission Meeting held on March 8, 

2008 (See Attachment D).  
 

Council President Mitrecic advised that an open meeting, to discuss matters regarding the Ocean City 
Volunteer Fire Company, will be held at the Roland E. Powell Convention Center on Monday, April 
14, 2008 at 9:00 a.m..  He said that Mayor Meehan, Chief Larmore and City Solicitor Ayres requested 
a closed meeting on Tuesday, April 15, 2008, with a smaller group of subject-matter experts, Fire 
Officials and Town Officials will meet for a closed meeting. 
 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 3:46 p.m.; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was 5-0 with Council Members Howard and Martin absent. 

 



April 1, 2008 Work Session 

Page 7 of 7 

Attachment A All, 
  
Certificates for attendees of the recent Supervisory Training Program have been prepared and will be presented to each 
member at the start of the upcoming Work Session on April 1, 2008. We are hopeful that each "student" who completed 
one or more 6-hour class will be present to receive a document for each completed subject and to be recognized by the 
Mayor and Council. 
 
The respective Department Heads and/or Superintendents should be present to participate in the presentation. All 25 
class attendees were: 
 
1. Jamie Ellis-Gaal, 
2. Jeff Webster, 
3. Yolanda Griffin, 
4. Joe Listmann, 
5. David Johnson, 
6. Richard Hummel, 
7. Brian Connor, 
8. Jim Shanholtz, 
9. Bud Iman, 
10. Linwood Harmon, 
11. Jim Baker, 
12. Charlie Kus, 
13. Ron Eckman, 
14. Bob Nelson, 
15. Kevin Brown, 
16. Janet Guiton, 
17. Norma Dobrowolski, 
18. Tim Price, 
19. Russell Jones, 
20. Ron Rickards, 
21. David Rohman, 
22. Mark Paddack, 
23. Doug Collier, 
24. Scott Bernal, 
25. Darnell Leonard 
 
Thanks to all for your continuing support of this Program that has been, by the indications we have heard so far, quite 
successful and appreciated. 
 
Regards, 
Roger Weseman 
Town of Ocean City Human Resources 
PO Box 158/301 Baltimore Ave, Rm 106 
Ocean City, Maryland 21843 
email: rweseman@ococean.com 
Ph: 410 289 8778 
Fax: 410 289 8766 
 


