
July 15, 2008 
 

WORK SESSION   
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL   

TOWN OF OCEAN CITY  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In attendance:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Nancy 
Howard, Council Members Jim Hall, Jay Hancock, Mary Knight, Lloyd Martin and Margaret Pillas, 
City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, 
Public Works Maintenance Superintendent Bruce Gibbs, Public Works Director Hal Adkins, City 
Engineer Terry McGean, Tourism/Convention Center Director Mike Noah, Public Works Wastewater 
Superintendent Charlie Felin, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond, Members of the Press and Interested 
Parties. 
  
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this work session to order at 12:08 p.m.; then, Council Member 
Mary Knight moved to convene into closed session to discuss legal, personnel and contractual 
matters; seconded by Council Secretary Nancy Howard. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member 
Jay Hancock absent. 
 
The Open Session reconvened at 1:12 p.m..   
 

1. Council President Joe Mitrecic reported on the closed session held just prior to this open 
session at 12:00 p.m.. Topics of discussion were:  (1) to discuss the appointment, employment, 
assignment, removal or resignation of appointees, employees or officials over whom it has 
jurisdiction; or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; (2) to 
consult with counsel to obtain legal advice;  (3) to consult with Staff, Consultants or other 
individuals about pending or potential litigations; (4) comply with a specific constitutional, 
statutory or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures about a particular 
proceeding or matter; (5) to discuss a matter directly related to a negotiation strategy or the 
contents of a bid or proposal if public discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the public 
body's ability to competitively bid or make proposals. Persons present were Mayor Rick 
Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Nancy Howard, Council Members 
Jim Hall, Jay Hancock, Mary Knight, Lloyd Martin and Margaret Pillas, City Manager Dennis 
Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Risk Management 
Director Eric Lagstrom, Jeff Thaler, Susan Davis, John Rozankowski, Alfred Harrison and 
Hank Westfall.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to grant Beach Equipment Operator 
Emily Jackson’s request for an extension on the July 15th Franchise payment to July 31, 
2008, as long as partial payment is received by the close of business on July 15, 2008; 
seconded by Council Member Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
2. In accordance with the Town’s Employee Recognition Program, Water Department 

Superintendent Perry Linz introduced Water Department Employees Leabelle Chilcoate and 
Rick Slumski.   
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Mayor Meehan advised that he and Council Member Pillas, attended a public hearing held by 
the U.S. Navy regarding the Virginia Capes Range Environmental Impact Statement.  He asked 
the presenters to reiterate this Hearing in this Work Session.  
 
David Noble of the United States Navy Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, and Paul Beckley, 
Commander of the Fleet Area Control and Surveillance Facility presented a summary of the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement for offshore, inshore and onshore naval combat training  
 
Mayor Meehan and Mr. Nobel emphasized that public hearing remains open for public 
comment (see Attachment A).  

Inserted 
Item 

 
3. Dave Blazer, Maryland Project Manager and Jim Lanard, Strategic Planning Director for 

Bluewater Wind gave a presentation on their proposed offshore wind park in Maryland (see 
Attachment B).  Several Council Members and the Mayor expressed concern for the visual 
impact of the wind turbines. 

 
4. Public Works Director Hal Adkins requested permission to purchase a Tri-Axle Dump Truck, 

from Barr International Inc., under the Delaware State Contract, for $141,226.00 (FY09 
Equipment Trust Fund Allocation = $142,000.00).   Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 with Council 
Member Lloyd Martin absent.  

 
5. Director Adkins requested permission to purchase a Backhoe Loader from Alban Tractor 

Company, Inc., under the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Contract, for the amount of 
$90,366.00 (FY09 Equipment Trust Fund Allocation = $92,500.00).  Council Member Jim 
Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 
unanimous. 

 
6. Public Works Maintenance Superintendent Bruce Gibbs requested permission to sole source 

purchase a Barber Surf Rake from H. Barber & Sons, Inc., for the amount of $50,020.00 
(FY09 Budget Allocation = $56,000.00).  Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve; 
seconded by Council Secretary Nancy Howard.  The vote was unanimous. 

 
7. Public Works Wastewater Superintendent Charlie Felin requested permission to purchase one 

(1) secondary clarifier drive unit, in the amount of $28,407.50 (FY09 Budget Allocation = 
$30,000.00); and, one (1) primary clarifier drive unit, in the amount of $38,000.00 from 
Sherwood Logan. Mr. Felin explained that the existing primary clarifier is failing and that the 
FY09 Budget included funding for such contingency items   Council Member Jim Hall 
moved to approve; seconded by Council Secretary Nancy Howard. The vote was 
unanimous. 

 
8. Public Works Director Hal Adkins requested approval to contract with Verizon and Delmarva 

Power to bury utility wires on 36th, 37th, 38th, 41st, 50th, 59th, 10th Streets and miscellaneous 
poles on Wight Street, for the sum of $339,061.00 (funded by the FY09 Capital Project budget 
for “Undergrounding” utility wires).  Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to approve; 
seconded by Council Member Jay Hancock. The vote was unanimous. 

 
9. City Engineer Terry McGean requested permission to sole source purchase Information 

Kiosks for the Convention Center from Adler Display, for the amount of $68,982.00 (FY09 
Budget Allocation = $69,500.00). Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve; 
seconded by Council Secretary Nancy Howard. The vote was unanimous. 
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o Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve Special Events Director John Sullivan’s 
request to raise the 12oz beer prices (for municipal events) to $3.00, and, to increase 
the Town’s per keg vendor fee to $60.00 per keg; seconded by Council Member Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

Inserted 
Items 

 
o City Manager Dennis Dare requested permission to exclude St. Louis Avenue from the 

Trolley route due to moderate to low patronage.  He said the trolley will continue to travel 
from South Division to the Convention Center via Baltimore and Philadelphia Avenue.  

 
Further, Public Works Director Hal Adkins advised that the Maryland Transit Authority 
awarded a grant to fund 100% of the trolley’s operating costs (projected as $131,000.00).  
Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to approve streamlining the trolley service; 
seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous.

 

o Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to ask the Mayor to compose a letter to 
United States Senators Barbara Milkulski and Ben Cardin, Maryland Representative 
Wayne Gilchrest, Republican Congressional Candidate Andy Harris and Democratic 
Congressional Candidate Frank Kratovil opposing President Bush’s proposal to lift 
the ban on off-shore drilling; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 5-
2 with Council Member Mary Knight and Council Member Lloyd Martin in 
opposition. 

 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 3:20 p.m.; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was 6-0 with Council Secretary Nancy Howard absent. 
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