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August 12, 2008 
WORK SESSION   

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL   
TOWN OF OCEAN CITY  

In attendance:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Nancy Howard, 
Council Members Jim Hall, Jay Hancock, Mary Knight, Lloyd Martin and Margaret Pillas, City Manager 
Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Public Works 
Maintenance Superintendent Bruce Gibbs, Public Works Director Hal Adkins, Public Works Construction 
Superintendent Dean Dashiell, General Services Director Joe Sobczak, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond, 
Members of the Press and Interested Parties.   
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this work session to order at 12:04 p.m.; then, Council Member 
Mary Knight moved to convene into closed session to discuss legal, personnel, real estate and 
contractual matters; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous. 
 
The Open Session reconvened at 1:25 p.m..   
 

1. Council President Joe Mitrecic reported on the closed session held prior to this open session at 
12:00 p.m..  Topics of discussion were:  (1) to discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, 
removal or resignation of appointees, employees or officials over whom it has jurisdiction; or, any 
other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; (2) to consider the acquisition 
of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto; (3) to consult with 
counsel to obtain legal advice; (4) to consult with Staff, Consultants or other individuals about 
pending or potential litigations; (5) to comply with a specific constitutional, statutory or judicially 
imposed requirement that prevents public disclosure about a particular proceeding or matter; and, 
(6) to discuss a matter directly related to a negotiation strategy or the contents of a bid or proposal 
if public discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the public body's ability to competitively bid 
or make proposals.  Persons present were:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, 
Council Secretary Nancy Howard, Council Members Jim Hall, Jay Hancock, Mary Knight, Lloyd 
Martin and Margaret Pillas, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to 
City Manager Kathy Mathias, Public Works Director Hal Adkins and Public Works Transportation 
Superintendent George Thornes.     

 
2. In accordance with the Town’s Employee Recognition Program, Public Works Maintenance 

Superintendent Bruce Gibbs introduced Public Works Maintenance Employees William Pettit and 
Richard Fisher. 

 
3. Public Works Maintenance Superintendent Bruce Gibbs requested permission to sole source 

purchase: one (1) Tennant Mini-Broom for the amount of $51,643.00 (Budget Allocation = 
$53,000.00); and, one (1) Tennant Scrubber for the amount of $45,594.00 (Budget Allocation = 
$49,082.00) from the Tennant Company of Minneapolis, Minnesota.   Council Member Lloyd 
Martin moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous. 
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4. Public Works Director Hal Adkins requested approval of the Engineering Service Proposal from 
Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP, in the amount of $149,347.00, to design improvements to 
the Arctic Avenue Wastewater Pumping Station.  Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to 
approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was unanimous. 

 
5. Public Works Construction Superintendent Dean Dashiell made a recommendation to modify the 

language of the FY09 Equipment Trust Fund to allow the bid solicitation of two (2) 1½-ton trucks 
complete with service utility bodies; instead of one (1) 1½-ton truck complete with utility body, 
and one (1) vehicle chassis).   He stated that the FY09 Vehicle Trust Fund Budget Allocation will 
remain the same.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Member 
Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
6. General Services Director Joe Sobczak requested permission to purchase six (6) police vehicles, as 

approved in the FY09 Budget, under the Maryland State Contract, from Millers Brothers Ford, for 
the sum of $136.176.00 (Budget Allocation = $150,000.00).  Council Member Jim Hall moved 
to approve; seconded by Council Member Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
7. Director Sobczak requested permission to sole source purchase the following items under the State 

of Maryland or Fairfax County, Virginia Contract:   
 

o One (1) Greens Mower grooming reel for $10,235.00 (FY09 Budget Allocation = 
$10,900.00), from Turf Equipment and Supply Company of Jessup, Maryland 

 
o One (1) lightweight fairway mower for $37,919.00 (FY09 Budget Allocation = 

$44,600.00), from John Deere and Company c/o Finch Services in Westminster, 
Maryland; 

 
o One (1) 11” pull behind rough mower for $15,750.00 (FY09 Budget Allocation = 

$15,750.00), from John Deere and Company c/o Finch Services in Westminster, 
Maryland; 

 
o One (1) Greens Roller for $10,400.00 (FY09 Budget Allocation = $10,400.00), from 

John Deere and Company c/o Finch Services in Westminster, Maryland;.   
 

Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve; seconded by Council Secretary Nancy 
Howard. The vote was unanimous.

 
8. Director Sobczak requested permission to solicit bids for a non-budgeted item - a replacement skid 

loader for the Recycling Division.  He explained that this equipment encountered a catastrophic 
failure for which repair costs (over $11,000.00) will exceed the value of it’s replacement.  Council 
Member Margaret Pillas moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. 
The vote was unanimous. 

 
9. City Solicitor Ayres presented Resolution # 2008-5, adopting new bulkhead and design standards 

(See Attachment A).  Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to approve Resolution #2008-
5; seconded by Council Member Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
10. Solicitor Ayres presented Resolution # 2008-6, establishing a new payment schedule for Planning 

and Permit Fees (See Attachment B).  Council Secretary Nancy Howard moved to approve 
Resolution #2008-6; seconded by Council Member Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 
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11. Council Member Hall reported on the Recreation and Parks Committee Meeting of July 15, 2008 
(See Attachment C).   

 
12. Ruth Waters of the Harrison Group, accompanied by Melanie Pursel of the Greater Ocean City 

Chamber of Commerce, requested a $5,000.00 start-up grant for the Harbor Day – At the Docks 
event on October 11, 2008 in West Ocean City.  Ms. Waters advised that once the Town commits 
to this donation, they will approach Worcester County for a matching grant.  Council Secretary 
Nancy Howard moved to approve a one-time matching grant of up to $5,000.00 to help fund 
the event; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous. 

 
Council President Mitrecic presented a recommendation to review and update the Ethics Section of the 
Town Code [Chapter 2, Administration, Article VII, Public Ethics and Financial Disclosure].  Council 
Member Jim Hall moved to ask Solicitor Ayres to review, and make recommendations for updating, 
the Ethics Section of the Town Code; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 
unanimous.
 
Council Member Jay Hancock acknowledged the untimely death of Lieutenant Michael Howe, a 
Baltimore County Tactical Unit Commander.  Council Member Hancock advised that Lieutenant Howe 
served as a dedicated Seasonal Police Officer from 1974-1977.   

* 

 
Mayor Rick Meehan welcomed all representatives attending the Maryland Association of Counties 
Convention. 
 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 2:10 p.m.; seconded by Council Member Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was unanimous.
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