
April 6, 2009 
Regular Session #7 

Mayor and City Council 
Town of Ocean City, Maryland 

 
Present:  
Mayor Richard W. Meehan  Council Members 
Council President Joseph M. Mitrecic  James S. Hall 
Council Secretary Lloyd E. Martin  Margaret L. Pillas 
  Mary P. Knight 
   Douglas S. Cymek 
   Joseph T. Hall, II 
 

ATTENDANCE 
Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members 
Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, City 
Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Assistant Director of Recreation and 
Parks Susan Petito, Public Works Director Hal Adkins, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Members of the Press 
and Interested Parties. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this Regular Session to order at 6:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers 
of City Hall, 301 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, Maryland 21842. 
 

PRAYER & PLEDGE 
Mayor Rick Meehan asked for a moment of silence to honor Captain Bob Craig. 
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic led the Prayer, and Council Member Doug Cymek led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to convene into closed session to discuss the appointment, 
employment, assignment, removal or resignation of appointees, employees or officials over whom it 
has jurisdiction, or, any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; 
seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 
 
Council President Mitrecic re-convened the open meeting at 6:05 p.m.. 
 

CLOSED SESSION REPORT 
Council President Mitrecic reported that personnel matters were discussed in the closed session.  Persons 
present were Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, 
Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager 
Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias and Dr. Geoffrey 
Robbins.  
 

Council Member Jim Hall moved to appoint Dr. Geoffrey Robbins as pension trustee; seconded by 
Council Member Margaret Pillas. The vote was unanimous. 
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CLOSED SESSION REPORT, CONTINUED… 
 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to close the closed session; seconded by Council Member 
Doug Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 
 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT ON UPCOMING WORK SESSION 
City Manager Dare reported that the following items are scheduled for discussion in the upcoming work 
session: 
 

1. Review of the Memorandum of Understanding for the joint publication of the Sea for Yourself 
Visitor’s Guide and Chamber Guide – presented by Tourism/Convention Center Assistant Director 
Debbie Travers  and Todd Ferrante of the Chamber of Commerce. 

 
2. Presentation of the Actuarial Report for retiree health insurance – presented by Kay Moran, Senior 

Consultant of Bolton Partners, Inc. 
 

3. Discussion of Ordinance 2009-6, a zoning amendment to allow small wind energy systems – 
presented by Planning and Community Development Director Jesse Houston  

 
4. Review of the ordinance to establish boardwalk outdoor display guidelines – presented by Zoning 

Administrator Blaine Smith 
 

5. Discussion of Downtown Development Incentives – presented by Planning and Community 
Development Director Jesse Houston  

 
6. State Highway Administration Spring Meeting – presented by SHA District Engineer Donnie 

Drewer and Assistant District Engineer Gene Cofiell 
 

7. Report on the Take Home Vehicle Policy and Report – presented by City Manager Dennis Dare  
 
ITEMS PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 

A. Mayor Meehan presented a proclamation designating April 24, 2009 as Arbor Day.   Donna 
Greenwood and the Beautification Committee were present to accept this proclamation.  

 
B. Mayor Meehan and Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias presented diplomas to the 2009 

Ocean City University Graduates (see Attachment A).   
 

C. Audit Committee Chairman Gregory Szczeszek made a recommendation to enter into a five-year 
contract with SB & Company for the Town’s auditing services.  Council Member Jim Hall 
moved to accept the recommendation; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The 
vote was unanimous. 

 
SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT REQUESTS 
 

A. CROP (Community Responding to Overcome Poverty) Walk for Hunger, on Sunday, May 
17, 2009, starting at 1:00 P.M. at St. Paul’s By the Sea.  Present for comment was Pat Mulcahy.  
Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve the event as presented; seconded by Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 



Regular Session # 7  Page 3 of 6 
April 6, 2009  

B. Maryland International Kite Exposition, April 24-26, 2009.  Jay Knerr of the Kite Loft said that 
he was unaware that the Town’s $7,000.00 contribution for the event was cut from the budget.  He 
asked for reconsideration.   Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to approve the event and 
request that promoters work with City Staff to reduce in-kind costs (estimated at $900.00), 
and, authorize a $3,500.00 match; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 
4-3 with Council Member Joe Hall, Jim Hall and Margaret Pillas opposed.  

 
C. 40th Birthday of the Montego Bay Community, on Saturday, May 23, 2009, from noon to 4:00 

p.m..  Present for questions was Phyliss Mosmiller of the Montego Bay Community Association.  
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to approve the event without the Town-provided 
bleachers; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
D. Xtream Generation Outreach, June 17-19, 2009, from June 17th at 7:00 p.m. to June 19th at 

10:00 p.m., on the Talbot Street Beach.  Present for questions was Tara and John Bourne of 
Xtream Team Ministries, Inc.  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to approve with a 
change that no bleachers will be provided by the Town; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was unanimous. 

 
E. Geico Off Shore Gran Prix, on May 30-31, 2009, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Ed Smith, 

President of OPA Racing, LLC asked the Council to allow the race course to come within 600 
meters from the shore, which will require surf closure.  City Solicitor Guy Ayres advised that only 
the U.S. Coast Guard is authorized to close the surf.    

 
U.S. Coast Guard Master Chief Don Carter advised that their protocol for surf closures (within 
City limits) requires the Mayor and Council’s endorsement.   

 
Council Member Joe Hall moved to approve the event as presented in “Option #2,” which 
allows a portion of the course to come within 600 yards of the shore, and, ask Mayor Meehan 
to issue a letter to the U.S. Coast Guard endorsing surf closure, from 6th- 22nd Streets, for the 
event; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. Anna Foultz and Susan Curtis presented an invitation to the Star Charities 12th Annual 
Alzheimer’s Gala, on May 17, 2009, in the Clarion Resort Fountainebleau’s Crystal Ballroom.   

 
B. Rico Rossi of Seacrets presented a request to conduct Fireworks displays at Seacrets on May 27th, 

June 29th, July 4th, August 6th and September 6th, 2009 (with rain dates, in each case, on the 
following day).  Council Member Mary Knight moved to  approve; seconded by Council 
Member Doug Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 

 

ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY SOLICITOR 
City Solicitor Ayres presented the following: 
 

A. Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-5, amending Chapter 110, entitled Zoning, to clarify 
Ordinance 2007-13 regarding height limits from 3rd to 15th Streets.   Council Member Mary Knight 
moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-5; seconded by Council Member Jim 
Hall.  (The motion and the second were later withdrawn).  The Council asked Jacqueline Avenue 
Developer Tom Caulk to meet with neighboring property owners to come up with a compromise.  
Council President Mitrecic asked City Staff to schedule this matter for further discussion in the 
next Work Session. 
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B. Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-6, amending Chapter 110, entitled Zoning, to allow small wind 
energy systems.  Council President Mitrecic advised that this matter is scheduled  for further 
discussion in the next Work Session. 

 
C. Resolution 2009-3 to grant a franchise to operate a concession, for the sale of food products, 

beverages merchandise and memorabilia commemorating the Ocean City Air Show of 2009 on the 
Beach and between 14th and 17th Streets, from June 12–14, 2009.   

 
The Council asked Mr. Lilley to prepare an operational layout/site map for the Council’s review 
and approval in a future work session.   Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve 
Resolution 2009-3; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 5-2 with 
Council Members Cymek and Pillas opposed. 

 
ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 

A. City Manager Dare recommended the following bid awards: 
 

- Federal Resources Supply Co., in the amount of $39,320.00 (Budget Allocation = $38,640.00), 
for a Smith’s Detection HGVI Hazardous Gas and Vapor Identifier; and,  

 
- Municipal Emergency Service, in the amount of $11,980.30 (Budget Allocation = $12,000.00), 

for the Fire Department’s attack hose 
 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. 
The vote was unanimous. 
 

B. City Dare requested approval to solicit bids for the inspection and maintenance of Fire Suppression 
Systems in all city facilities.  Council Member Joe Hall moved to approve; seconded by 
Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was unanimous. 

 
C. Public Works Director Hal Adkins advised the Mayor and Council of the need to replace an 

additional 748 feet of deteriorating sewer main on Jamestown Road.  He stated that the additional 
repairs will increase the contract with Teal Construction an additional $89,362.00.  He said 
funding is available in the wastewater operating budget.    Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
approve the additional allocation; seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas. The vote 
was unanimous. 

 
COMMENTS FROM CITIZENS 
Al Wendling said he is ‘semi-retiring.’ 
 
Jimmy Miller stated his concern about street performers interfering with his business on the boardwalk.  
Council President Mitrecic asked Council Secretary Martin to address this matter in the next Police 
Commission Meeting.   
 
Ellie Diegelmann stated her concern about the Town’s contribution to the Kite Exposition event.   
 
Herb Pawlukewicz stated his concern for the Town’s contributions for private-sponsored events. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
Council Member Joe Hall asked if the constant yield hearing is scheduled.  Finance Administrator Martha 
Lucey advised that a hearing is only necessary if the constant yield tax rate increases.  City Manager Dare 
advised that the tax rate will remain the same as last year (43.2 cents).   
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ADJOURNMENT 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 9:27 p.m.; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was unanimous. 
 
Minutes prepared by Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond __________________________________ 
Minutes certified by City Clerk Carol Jacobs  
Minutes approved on:  
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OCEAN CITY UNIVERSITY  

GRADUATES 2009 
 

BACHELORS DEGREES 
Andrews, Curtis 
Andrews, Jerilyn 
Cassedy, Dale R. 
Curcio, Michael 

Falter, Jody 
Frey, Jackie 

Gamm, Brian R. 
Hartline, Bernard P. 

Hartline, Genevieve A. 
Kilgour, Virginia L. 
Kneavel, Mary E. 

Miller, Ann 
Mitchell, Keith A. 

Reed, Raymond L. 
Ridge, Karen M. 

Rox, Sean 
Rox, Cassandra 

Schroeder, Albert J. 
Soto, Jay Alexander 

Stiffler, Donald J. 
 

MASTERS DEGREES 
Andrews, Curtis 
Andrews, Jerilyn 
Bann, Kendrick 
Cooper, Dolores 
Curcio, Michael 

Hartline, Bernard P. 
Hartline, Genevieve A. 

Miller, Ann 
Reed, Raymond L. 

Rizer, Melissa 
Rox, Sean 

Rox, Cassandra 
 

ATTACHMENT A 


