
July 6, 2009 
Regular Session #13 

Mayor & City Council  
Town of Ocean City 

 
Present 
Council President Joseph Mitrecic  Council Member James S. Hall 
        Council Member Margaret L. Pillas 

Council Secretary Lloyd Martin 
 Council Member Mary P. Knight 

Absent        Council Member Douglas S. Cymek 
Mayor Richard W. Meehan 
Council Member Joseph T. Hall, II 

 
ATTENDANCE 
Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret 
Pillas, Mary Knight, and Doug Cymek, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, 
Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias and Finance Administrator Martha Lucey, Public Works 
Director Hal Adkins, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Members of the Press and Interested Parties.   
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this Regular Session to order at 6:00 p.m., in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 301 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, Maryland 21842. 
 

PRAYER & PLEDGE 
Bill DeBloom of the Ocean City Baptist Church led the Prayer, and Council Member Mary Knight led 
the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
REPORT FROM CITY MANAGER ON UPCOMING WORK SESSION 
City Manager Dare advised that the following items will be discussed in the upcoming Work Session: 

1. Ocean City Fire Department Quarterly Report – presented by Ocean City Fire Chief Chris 
Larmore  

2. Review and Approval of General Order 400 L-1, entitled Handling and Transport of Arrestees 
and Detainees – presented by Communications Division Supervisor Janet Guiton 

3. Discussion of the RFP for the Advertising Agency – presented by Tourism/Convention Center 
Assistant Director Debbie Travers   

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes of Regular Session #11, dated June 1, 2009, and, Regular Session #12 as amended, dated June 
15, 2009, were approved as presented.   
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ITEMS PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
 

A. Council President Joe Mitrecic presented a Key to the City to Hank Westfall for his many 
years of volunteer service.  

 
Council President Mitrecic presented a gift of appreciation to former Council Member Jay 
Hancock for his service to the Town. 

 
B. Assateague Island National Seashore Superintendent Trish Kicklighter introduced herself 

and presented the Assateague Island National Seashore’s upcoming management plan and 
public hearings they will be conducting. 

 
C. Council Secretary Lloyd Martin reported on the Police Commission Meeting of May 13, 

2009 (see Attachment A) 
 

D. Council Member Mary Knight reported on the Tourism Commission Meetings of May 7, 
2009 and June 4, 2009 (see Attachment B).   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Jay Hancock, Vice President of the OC Assateague Democratic Club asked for permission to serve 
beer to members and invited guests at their annual picnic at Fiesta Park on Saturday, July 22, 2009.  
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The 
vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent. 
 
 
ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY SOLICITOR 
City Solicitor Ayres presented the following for approval: 
 

A. Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-13, empowering the Mayor and Council to refund 
2001 general obligation bonds not to exceed Fourteen Million Dollars.  Council Member 
Mary Knight moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-13; seconded 
by Council Member Jim Hall.  The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall 
absent.  Council Member Pillas asked City Solicitor Ayres how the excess funds will be 
allocated.  Solicitor Ayres advised that, if or when that time comes, the Mayor and 
Council will vote on how the funds are allocated. 

 
B. Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-14, amending Chapter 58, entitled  Offenses and 

Miscellaneous Provisions, prohibiting the sale or possession of electronic weapons with 
certain exceptions.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve the Second Reading 
of Ordinance 2009-14; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 
with Council Member Joe Hall absent.  

 
C. Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-15, amending Chapter 110, entitled Zoning, allowing 

through lots in Mobile Home Residential Districts to have one front yard.  Council 
Member Doug Cymek moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-15; 
seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin.  The vote was 6-0 with Council 
Member Joe Hall absent.  

 
D. Second Reading of Ordinance 2009-16, amending Chapter 10, entitled Buildings and 

Building Regulations, requiring NFPA separation requirements in mobile home parks.  
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 

Inserted Item 



Regular Session #13 
Page 3 of 9 
 

2009-16; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 6-0 with Council 
Member Joe Hall absent. 

 
CITY SOLICITOR CONTINUES… 
 

E. Resolution 2009-6 supporting the Community Legacy Program Application (see 
Attachment C).  Ocean City Development Corporation Director Glenn Irwin was present 
for questions.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council 
Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.  

 
ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
City Manager Dare presented revisions to the aviation hangar lease and the operations/revenue license 
agreement for approval.  Public Works Director Hal Adkins was present for questions.  Council 
Member Jim Hall moved to approve the formats; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. 
The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Joe Hall absent.  
 
City Manager Dare advise that the Town received $200,000.00 from the Estate of Virginia Murray to 
be used for the acquisition and training of the OCPD equestrian unit.   
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Ralph Frazier, representing the Faith Baptist Church in Berlin, Maryland, read a letter from Pastor 
John Abent requesting permission for his youth group to use an 80-Watt amplifier to sing Gospel 
music on the boardwalk.  
 
Ted Sensor said he was thankful to see the lights fixed on the Route 50 Bridge, and, expressed 
concerned about bike and pedestrian safety on the bridge.  He suggested that the Town seek a 
corporate sponsor  to pay for a sign that says “Yield to Pedestrians.” 
 
Bob Melvin commented on the dangers of cars stopping at crosswalks. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to grant a disabled citizen’s request to use an amplifier in 
accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act upon receipt of a physician’s note verifying 
the need for accommodation; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 with 
Council Member Joe Hall absent. 
 
Council Member Margaret Pillas asked City Solicitor Guy Ayres if the Town is able to impose 
restrictions on the sale of Salvia.  City Solicitor Ayres advised that in order to enforce such restrictions 
the State of Maryland must change the law.   
 
Council Member Doug Cymek commented on the loud music coming from boardwalk shops.  Council 
Member Margaret Pillas said that there is an ordinance in place to regulate amplification for shops 
north of 3rd Street.  Council Member Margaret Pillas moved to request the Planning Commission 
to hold a public hearing to change the amplification requirements for the entire boardwalk; 
seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was 5-0 with Council Member Jim Hall 
out of the room and Council Member Joe Hall absent. City Solicitor Ayres said that he will review 
the Code for other ways to address and enforces this issue.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to adjourn at 7:15 p.m.; seconded by Council Member 
Mary Knight. The vote was 5-0 with Council Member Jim Hall out of the room and Council 
Member Joe Hall absent. 
 



Regular Session #13 
Page 4 of 9 
 
Minutes prepared by Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond __________________________________ 
Minutes certified by City Clerk Carol Jacobs  
Minutes approved on: 
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ATTACHMENT B
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