
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 27, 2008 
WORK SESSION   

MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL   
TOWN OF OCEAN CITY  

In attendance:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin, Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, 
City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, 
Finance Administrator Martha Lucey, Special Events Director John Sullivan, Public Works 
Director Hal Adkins, City Engineer Terry McGean, Planning and Community Development 
Director Jesse Houston, Ocean City Police Chief Bernadette DiPino, Public Works 
Transportation Superintendent George Thornes, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Members of the Press 
and Interested Parties.  
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this work session to order at 12:00 p.m.; then, Council 
Member Mary Knight moved to convene into Executive session to:  (1) consider the 
acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto; (2) 
consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; (3) discuss public security if the public body 
determines that public discussion would constitute a risk to the public or public security, 
including the deployment of fire and police services, staff and emergency plan; (3) discuss a 
matter directly related to a negotiation strategy or the contents of a bid or proposal if 
public discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the public body's ability to competitively 
bid or make proposals; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous. 
 
The Open Session reconvened at 1:50 p.m..   
 

1. Council President Joe Mitrecic reported on the closed session held prior to this open 
session at 12:00 p.m..  Topics of discussion were legal, public safety and real estate 
matters.  Persons present were Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary 
Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, 
Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Ocean City Police Chief Bernadette DiPino, 
Public Works Director Hal Adkins and City Engineer Terry McGean.  Council Member 
Doug Cymek moved to close the Executive session; seconded by Council Secretary 
Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
2. In accordance with the Town’s Employee Recognition Program, Assistant Public Works 

Director James Parsons  introduced Wastewater Employees Linda Prestileo and Sarah 
Sand.   

 
3. Special Events Director John Sullivan requested approval to extend the July 4th fireworks 

contract with Zambelli Internationale for three additional years, for an increase of 
$7,000.00 above the previous contract price.  Mr. Sullivan pointed out Zambelli’s 
excellent performance history.  Council Member Margaret Pillas moved to put this 
contract out for bid; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall (then withdrawn); 
seconded by Council Member Joe Hall.  The vote was 2 – 5 with Council President 
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Mitrecic, Council Secretary Martin and Council Members Mary Knight, Doug 
Cymek and Jim Hall opposed.     

 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept this recommendation to extend the 
Zambelli contract for an additional 3 years; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was 5 – 2 with Council Members Joe Hall and Margaret Pillas 
opposed.
 

4. Public Works Director Hal Adkins addressed the Council to follow-up on the potential 
reduction of bus deployments on the third shift (see Attachment A).  Council Member 
Jim Hall moved to leave the bus system as is; seconded by Council Member Doug 
Cymek.  The vote was 4 – 3 with Council President Mitrecic and Council Members 
Joe Hall and Margaret Pillas opposed. 

 
5. City Engineer Terry McGean, accompanied by Ocean City Fire Chief Chris Larmore,  

requested permission to hire Design Atlantic to perform the initial design work for Fire 
Station #4 renovations, in the amount of $54,000.  [Council Secretary Lloyd Martin’s 
motion to accept this recommendation failed for lack of a second, but debate continued.] 

 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to hire Design Atlantic for Phases I & II 
(design) of Fire Station #4; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote 
was 4 – 3 with Council Members Joe Hall, Jim Hall and Margaret Pillas opposed.

 
6. City Engineer Terry McGean requested permission to contract with APPI/Word Energy 

to conduct reverse auction procurement for the Town’s electrical supply beyond June 30, 
2010 (which is when the current contract with Direct Energy expires).  Council Member 
Joe Hall moved to proceed with the reverse auction process; seconded by Council 
Member Jim Hall.  The vote was 6-0 with Council Secretary Lloyd Martin out of the 
room. 

 
7. Planning and Community Development Director Jesse Houston presented a draft 

ordinance to amend the zoning code to allow small wind energy systems (see Attachment 
B).  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to proceed with the First Reading of 
this ordinance in the next Regular Session; seconded by Council Member Joe Hall.  
The vote was unanimous. 

 
8. Ocean City Police Chief Bernadette DiPino reported on cost reduction measures 

instituted by the Police Department.  She advised that efforts are underway to reduce 
overtime, consolidate travel for training, planned scheduling, reduce dual-officer radar 
operations (to reduce Court overtime), segway and bicycle patrol to reduce fuel 
consumption, team up patrol officers and consolidate court cases. 

 
9. Recommendation to adjust fees: 

City Engineer Terry McGean recommended:  
A. Increasing the vehicle boardwalk permit fees to $50.00; and, 
B. Increasing the construction staging permit fees to $50.00; 
C. City Manager Dennis Dare presented a proposed increase to business license fees; 
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Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept the recommendation for the vehicle 
boardwalk fees and the construction staging permit fees, effective immediately; and, 
to postpone discussions on the recommendation to raise the business license fees 
until the budget hearing; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin.  The vote 
was unanimous.
 
License Inspector Rich Mason recommended eliminating the rental license decal.  
Council Member Joe Hall moved to eliminate the rental decals; seconded by Council 
Member Jim Hall.   The vote was unanimous.  Also, Inspector Mason recommended 
keeping the color of the business licenses the same, which will reduce paper costs.  
Council Member Joe Hall moved to change the business license forms to one single 
color; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 
 

10. City Manager Dennis Dare summarized the cost reduction measures and revenue 
enhancement recommendations to date.   

 
11. Council Member Margaret Pillas reported on the January 8, 2009 Tourism Commission 

Meeting (see Attachment C). 
 

12. Council Member Jim Hall advised that all topics, covered in the Parks and Recreation 
Committee Meeting of January 12, 2009, were addressed by City Manager Dare in his 
budget report (See Attachment D).   
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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ATTACHMENT D 


