
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 10, 2009 
Work Session 

Mayor and Council  
Town of Ocean City, Maryland 

 
In attendance:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary 
Lloyd Martin, Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City 
Manager Dennis Dare, Acting City Solicitor Mark Cropper, Assistant to City Manager Kathy 
Mathias, Finance Administrator Martha Lucey, General Services Director Joe Sobczak, City 
Engineer Terry McGean, Public Works Director Hal Adkins, Airport Manager George 
Goodrow, Assistant Director of Recreation and Parks Susan Petito, Zoning Administrator 
Blaine Smith, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond, Members of the 
Press and Interested Parties.  
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this Work Session to order at 12:06 p.m.; then, 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to moved to convene into closed session to (1) 
consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; (2) to consider the acquisition of real 
property for a public purpose and matters directly related thereto; (3) to discuss the 
appointment, employment, assignment, removal or resignation of appointees, 
employees or officials over whom it has jurisdiction; or, any other personnel matter 
that affects one or more specific individuals, and; (4) to discuss a matter directly 
related to a negotiation strategy or the contents of a bid or proposal if public 
discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the public body's ability to competitively 
bid or make proposals; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was 6-0 
with Council Member Mary Knight absent.   
 
1. Council President Joe Mitrecic reconvened the open meeting at 1:31 p.m..  He reported 

that legal, real estate, personnel and contractual matters were discussed in the 
Executive Session.  Persons present were:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe 
Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, 
Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, Acting City Solicitor Mark 
Cropper, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Senior Project Manager Dick 
Malone and Public Works Director Hal Adkins.  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin 
moved to award the E.T.S. contract to Eagles Landing Golf Course for bonus 
point cards; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was 5-1 with 
Council Member Mary Knight absent and Council Member Margaret Pillas 
opposed. 
 
Mayor Meehan swore in the new Beautification Committee Members Eleanor Curcio 
and Joyce Melocik. 
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2. In accordance with the Town’s Employee Recognition Program, General Services 
Director Joe Sobczak introduced Service Center Employees Erik Davis and Joe Beran. 

 
3. Bid Openings: 
 

A.  Smith’s Hazardous Gas and Vapor Identifier 
(FY09 Budget Allocation = $40,000.000 funded by a Homeland Security Grant) 

  
Vendor Bid 

National Safety Supply, Frederick, MD $46,937.88 
Federal Resources Supply Co., Chester, MD $39,320.00 
Smith’s Detection, Edgewood, MD  $28,000.00 

 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to accept the apparent low bid from Smith’s 
Detection with remand to Staff for review; seconded by Council Member Doug 
Cymek. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Mary Knight absent. 
 
B. RFP for Auditing Services (Acknowledgement only).   
 

Vendor 
SB & Company, LLC, Hunt Valley, MD 
Pigg, Krahl, Stern & Co., P.A., Salisbury, MD 
Reznick Group, Baltimore, MD 
Trice & Geary, LLC, Salisbury, MD 
Clifton Gunderson, Timonium, MD 

 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to acknowledge receipt from the five auditing 
firms; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek.  The vote was 6-0 with 
Council Member Mary Knight absent. 
 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to appoint Finance Administrator Martha 
Lucey, Council Member Doug Cymek, Council Member Margaret Pillas and 
Citizen Gregory R. Szczeszek to the Auditor Review Committee; seconded by 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Mary 
Knight absent.  
 

4. City Engineer Terry McGean made a recommendation to award the 2010 Electric 
Supply contract to the two lowest bidders in the internet-based reverse auction held on 
Tuesday, March 10, 2009.  Council Member Joe Hall moved to award the 2-year 
contract for large accounts to Direct Energy for the amount of $0.08762/kwh; and, 
award the 2-year contract for small accounts to Washington Gas Energy, in the 
amount of $0.08990/kwh; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall.  The vote was 6-
0 with Council Member Mary Knight absent.  
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5. Airport Manager George Goodrow requested approval to extend the 3-year aviation fuel 
contract to Eastern Aviation Fuels, Inc..  Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
approve; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 6-0 with 
Council Member Mary Knight absent.  

 
6. Bryan Lilley of OC Air Show, LLC, accompanied by Assistant Director of Recreation and 

Parks Susan Petito, gave an update on the progress of the 2009 Air Show June 12th – 
14th, 2009 (see Attachment A).  Mr. Lilley requested approval to allow the US Army to 
situate their Virtual Army Experience exhibit at the inlet parking lot from June 6th- 21st, 
2009. Council Member Jim Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin.  The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Mary Knight 
absent.   

 
Mr. Lilley requested a variance on the 75 foot rule that prohibits the sale of merchandise 
within 75 feet of the boardwalk.  He explained that the allowance to sell merchandise, 
on 15th, 16th and 17th Streets during the event, will draw greater corporate sponsorship.  
Council Member Joe Hall moved to refer Mr. Lilley to Acting City Solicitor Mark 
Cropper to discuss this matter; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote 
was 6-0 with Council Member Mary Knight absent. 

 
7. Zoning Administrator Blaine Smith advised that a revision to Ordinance 2007-13 (which 

reduces the building limits in certain sections of the downtown area) is necessary to 
clarify the height limits in an area between 13th and 15th Streets.  Council Member Jim 
Hall moved to proceed with First Reading in the next Regular Session; seconded 
by Council Member Margaret Pillas. The vote was 5-1 with Council Member Joe 
Hall opposed.  

 
8. Mayor Rick Meehan explained his reason for vetoing Ordinance 2009-3, amending the 

Zoning Code to allow Small Wind Energy Systems (see Attachment B).  Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to accept the Mayor’s recommendation to prepare 
“a new ordinance that would permit free-standing turbines in all zoning districts 
by Conditional Use, and permit the Planning Commission and Mayor and City 
Council to allow a property with frontage on the Isle of Wight or Assawoman Bay 
to place a turbine no closer to the water than the minimum setback”;  seconded 
by Council Member Jim Hall (withdrawn); seconded by Council Member Doug 
Cymek. This motion and second were withdrawn. 

 
Council Member Joe Hall moved to permit all requests for small wind energy 
systems by Conditional Use; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin.  The 
vote was 5-1 with Council Member Mary Knight absent, and Council Member Jim 
Hall opposed.

 
City Engineer Terry McGean advised that, since the vote, Washington Gas Energy 
withdrew their bid because they made a mistake, and recommended award the two-year 
contract to Direct Energy for all accounts, for the amount of $.08908/kwh.  Council 
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Member Joe Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote 
was 6-0 with Council Member Mary Knight absent.  
9. Council President Joe Mitrecic proposed to offer Council Meeting Guidelines to meeting 

attendees.  Council Member Doug Cymek moved to approve; seconded by Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Mary Knight 
absent. 

 
10. Council Secretary Lloyd Martin reported on the Tourism Commission Meeting held on 

February 9, 2009 (see Attachment C).   
 
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to adjourn at 3:16 p.m.; seconded by Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 6-0 with Council Member Mary Knight absent. 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C  
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