
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May 26, 2009 
Revised, See Page 3 

Work Session 
Mayor and Council 
Town of Ocean City 

In attendance:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Members Jim Hall, 
Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor 
Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Finance Administrator Martha Lucey, 
Emergency Services Director Joe Theobald, Parks and Recreation Director Tom Shuster, Airport 
Manager George Goodrow, Ocean City Police Lieutenant Greg Guiton, Tourism/Convention Center 
Assistant Director Debbie Travers, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond, 
Members of the Press and Interested Parties. Council Secretary Lloyd Martin was absent. 
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this work session to order at 12:01 p.m.. 
 
Finance Administrator Martha Lucey introduced Graylin Smith of the SB and Company (the Town’s 
new auditing firm); then, Council Member Mary Knight moved to convene into closed session 
to: (1) discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, removal or resignation of 
appointees, employees or officials over whom it has jurisdiction, or, any other personnel 
matter that affects one or more specific individuals; (2) consult with counsel to obtain legal 
advice; and, (3) discuss a matter directly related to a negotiation strategy or the contents of 
a bid or proposal if public discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the public body's 
ability to competitively bid or make proposals; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The 
vote was 5-0 with Council Members Martin and Pillas absent.
 

1. Council President Mitrecic called the open meeting to order at 1:20 p.m..  He reported that, 
on Friday, May 22, 2009 at 4:00 p.m., a closed session was held to discuss the appointment, 
employment, assignment, removal or resignation of appointees, employees or officials over 
whom it has jurisdiction, or, any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific 
individuals;   Persons present were:  Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Members Jim 
Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, 
City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Ocean City Police Chief 
Bernadette DiPino, Corporal Regina Custer, Sergeant Gary Holtzman, Captain Robert 
Bokinski, Mike Colbert and Kevin Kirstein and PFC Rob Deickman.  He advised that Council 
Member Mary Knight moved to close the closed session; seconded by Council Member Jim 
Hall.  The vote was 5-0 with Council Secretary Lloyd Martin and Joe Hall absent. 

 
Council President Mitrecic reported that, in the closed session held today at 12:00 p.m., 
personnel, legal and contractual matters were discussed.  Persons present were Mayor Rick 
Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary 
Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, 
Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Internal Auditor Susan Childs and Don LeGrow, 
Franchise Operator of the airport’s rent-a-car service.  He advised that  

 
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to close the closed session; seconded by Council 
Member Mary Knight.  The vote was 6-0 with Council Secretary Lloyd Martin absent.  
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2. City Clerk Carol Jacobs recognized that Deputy City Clerk Kelly Allmond earned her Certified 

designation of  Municipal Clerk (CMC) through the International Institute of Municipal Clerks.   
 

3. Mayor Rick Meehan issued a proclamation designating May 24-30, 2009 as Hurricane 
Awareness Week.  Present to accept this proclamation was Emergency Services Director 
Joe Theobald.   

 
4. Bid Openings 

 
A. Request for Proposal for Sponsorship Solicitations:  only one proposal was received.  

Present for questions was Parks and Recreation Director Tom Shuster.  Council 
Member Mary Knight moved to open the single proposal; seconded by Council 
Member Doug Cymek.  The vote was 6-0 with Council Secretary Lloyd Martin 
absent.     

 
The proposal was from Katbird Inc. Communications of Parkville, Maryland.  Council 
Member Joe Hall moved to acknowledge the proposal with remand to Staff for 
review; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 with 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin absent.

 
B. Request for Quotes for Aviation Consulting Services 

 
  Responses 

Wilbur Smith and Associates <location not stated> 
The LPA Group of Bel Air, Maryland 
Delta Airport Consultants of Richmond, Virginia 
URS Corporation of Cockeysville, Maryland 
Talbert & Bright, Inc. of Chesterfield, Virginia 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Present for questions was Airport Manager George Goodrow.  Council Member Mary 
Knight moved to acknowledge the responses with remand to Staff for review; 
seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was 6-0 with Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin absent.

 
5. Ocean City Police Lieutenant Greg Guiton requested permission to purchase five (5) digital 

in-car camera systems under the Maryland State Contract from Pelican Mobile, for the 
amount of $47,746.00 (FY09 Homeland Security Grant = $65,000.00).  Council Member 
Doug Cymek moved to accept the recommendation to purchase the in-car camera 
systems from Pelican Mobile Systems and allow the Information Technology 
Department to purchase the necessary back-up equipment with the remaining grant 
funding; seconded by Council Member Joe Hall.  The vote was 6-0 with Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin absent. 

 
6. Lieutenant Guiton presented, for approval, General Order 400 D-2, dealing with individuals 

with disabilities and ADA requirements.  Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve 
General Order 400 D-2; seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas. The vote was 6-
0 with Council Secretary Lloyd Martin absent.   The Mayor concurred with General Order 
400 D-2.  Also, Lieutenant Guiton introduced Risk Consultant Randy Means. 
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7. Tourism/Convention Center Assistant Director Debbie Travers requested approval to extend 
the MGH Advertising Contract for 15 months.  She explained that the current marketing 
strategy, which has proven popular, is only in it’s first year.  She advised that if the 
advertising agency changes, the marketing strategy will change.   Council Member Mary 
Knight moved to approve a 15-month extension to the contract with MGH Advertising, 
with an agency review in the Fall 2009; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek.  
The vote was 3-3 with Council Members Pillas, Joe Hall and Jim Hall opposed.  The 
motion failed. 

 
Council Member Joe Hall moved to proceed with the agency review process and 
secure a new advertising contract by January 1, 2020 2010; seconded by Council 
Member Margaret Pillas.  The vote was 5-1 with Council Member Mary Knight opposed 
and Council Secretary Lloyd Martin absent.  

correction 

 
Council Member Doug Cymek moved to extend the MGH Advertising Contract to 
December 31, 2009; seconded by Council Member Joe Hall  The vote was 4-2 with 
Council President Mitrecic and Council Member Knight opposed and Council 
Secretary Martin absent.

 
8. Emergency Services Director Joe Theobald, accompanied by Worcester County Health 

Officer Deborah Goeller, requested permission to purchase anti-virals, in the amount of 
$4,213.38.  This purchase will cover treatment for 25% of the Town’s Workforce and their 
family members as defined in the Town’s COOP (Continuance of Operations Plan).   Council 
Member Jim Hall moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Joe Hall.  The vote 
was 6-0 with Council Secretary Lloyd Martin absent.  

 
9. Donna McCauley and Jerry Milner of the Isle of Wight Mobile Park advised the Council that 

residential parking on 25th is very difficult.  City Engineer Terry McGean suggested a 
continuous curb cut along the south side of 25th Street.   Council Member Jim Hall moved 
to allow a continuous curb cuts on the south side of 25th Street; seconded by Council 
Member Margaret Pillas. The vote was 6-0 with Council Secretary Lloyd Martin absent.  

 
10. Citizen Frank Adkins stated his concern about Eastern Shore Gas’ (ESG) charge for propane 

gas.  He advised that he wants to change suppliers but is unable due to the company’s 
franchise agreement with the Town. City Solicitor Ayres advised that, according to the 
franchise agreement, Mr. Adkins is able to purchase propane from another supplier because 
his property is not serviced by an Eastern Shore Gas’ pipeline.  Steve Ashcraft of Eastern 
Shore Gas advised that if Mr. Adkins wants to be serviced by another supplier he will have to 
purchase or relinquish ESG’s buried tank at his expense. 

 
11. Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias advised that the 2010 Maryland Municipal League 

(MML) Legislative requests are due on June 26, 2009.   
 

Zoning Administrator Blaine Smith presented a request to amend the state law requiring an 
architect’s seal on all construction/renovation projects (within City limits) over $5,000.00.  He 
asked the Council to endorse a legislative amendment to raise the exemption amount from 
$5,000.00 to $25,000.00.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to endorse this initiative; 
seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas. The vote was 6-0 with Council Secretary 
Lloyd Martin absent.  
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Next, Mayor Meehan requested that the Council choose the Scooter Helmet Law as a 
legislative initiative.  Thirdly, Council President Joe Mitrecic recommended that the tax 
differential legislation should, again, be pursued.  Council Member Mary Knight moved to 
endorse the Scooter Helmet Law and the Tax Differential as MML legislative initiatives; 
seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was 6-0 with Council Secretary 
Lloyd Martin absent. 

 
12. Council Member Jim Hall reported on the Police Commission Meeting held on April 8, 2009 

(see Attachment A).   
 

13. Council Member Jim Hall reported on the Recreation and Parks Committee Meeting held on 
May 12, 2009 (see Attachment B).   

 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 4:20 p.m.; seconded by Council Member 
Mary Knight. The vote was unanimous.
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Attachment A
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Attachment B 


