
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July 14, 2009 
Work Session 

Mayor and Council 
Town of Ocean City 

In attendance:  Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council 
Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager 
Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Finance Administrator Martha Lucey, Assistant to City 
Manager Kathy Mathias, Ocean City Fire Chief Chris Larmore, Ocean City Police Lieutenant 
Greg Guiton, Tourism/Convention Center Assistant Director Debbie Travers, Deputy City Clerk 
Kelly Allmond, Members of the Press and Interested Parties.  Mayor Rick Meehan was absent. 
 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this work session to order at 12:01 p.m.; then, Council 
Member Joe Hall moved to convene into closed session to: (1) consult with counsel to 
obtain legal advice; and, (2) discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, removal 
or resignation of appointees, employees or officials over whom it has jurisdiction, or, any 
other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals; seconded by Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 5-0 with Council Member Mary Knight and Council 
Member Jim Hall absent.  
 
 
Council President Mitrecic re-convened the open meeting at 1:18 p.m. 
 

1. Council President Mitrecic reported that legal and personnel matters were discussed in 
the closed session held just prior to this open meeting at 12:00 p.m..  Persons present 
were Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members 
Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis 
Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias and Betty 
Phillips.  Council Member Doug Cymek moved to close the closed session; 
seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to appoint Betty Phillips to the noise board; 
seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 

 
2. In accordance with the Employee Recognition Program, Convention Center Maintenance 

Superintendent Bob Harbaugh introduced himself and Convention Center Employees 
Sam Jones and Bobby Harmon.   

 
3. Ocean City Fire Chief Chris Larmore gave an update on the Fire Departments’ 

accomplishments, status, future goals and current projects.  
 

Council Member Margaret Pillas recommended that the Council discuss limiting ocean 
swimming hours (when lifeguards are off duty) in a future work session.   

 
Council Member Jim Hall recommended that the Council discuss the establishment of 
compensation for the Fire Chief. 
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4. Ocean City Police Lieutenant Greg Guiton presented, for approval, General Order 400 L-

1 entitled Handling and Transporting Prisoners.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
approve General Order 400 L-1; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The 
vote was unanimous.  City Solicitor Guy Ayres advised that the Mayor’s written or 
verbal concurrence is required.   

 
5. Tourism/Convention Center Assistant Director Debbie Travers presented a first draft of 

the Request for Proposal for advertising agencies (see Attachment A).   
 

Council Member Jim Hall moved to solicit RFP’s in Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Delaware and Washington D.C.; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd 
Martin. The vote was 5-2 with Council Members Cymek and Knight opposed.
 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to remove paragraph 6 on page 1 of the proposed 
RFP, entitled “Target Markets”; seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas.  The 
vote was 5-2 with Council Members Cymek and Knight opposed.   
 
Council Member Joe Hall moved to approve the RFP as amended; seconded by 
Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was unanimous.
 

6. Finance Administrator Martha Lucey presented clarification on the definition of “Years of 
Service” in the Town’s retiree health insurance plan (see Attachment B).  Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to approve the determination of “Years of Service”; 
seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 

 
7. Council Secretary Lloyd Martin asked that the minutes of the Police Commission 

Meeting, held on June 10, 2009, become part of the record (see Attachment C).   
 

8. City Solicitor Guy Ayres presented a Traffic Regulation to address parking along 
Jacqueline Avenue during the White Marlin Open.  Council Member Jim Hall moved to 
approve the regulation subject a Traffic Regulation number, and the Mayor’s 
concurrence; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was 
unanimous. 

 
9. Solicitor Ayres presented a draft resolution amending the Qualified Defined Benefit Plan 

to reflect the requirements of IRS Code and Treasury Regulation.  Council Member 
Mary Knight moved to proceed with the reading and approval of this resolution in 
the next Regular Session; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote 
was 5-0 with Council Member Margaret Pillas in abstention and Council Member 
Jim Hall out of the room.  

 
10. City Manager Dennis Dare made a recommendation to hire a full-time building inspector 

to fill the recent vacancy.  Council President Joe Mitrecic recommended that the vacancy 
be filled with a contracted employee. Planning and Community Development Director 
Jesse Houston was present for questions. Council Member Jim Hall moved to fill  the 
vacancy with a contracted employee; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. 
The vote was 6-1 with Council Member Doug Cymek opposed. 
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Council Member Jim Hall moved to ask City Solicitor Ayres to draft an ordinance 
allowing the condemnation of the property between 64th Street and 65th Street 
abutting Seabay Drive; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was 6-
1 with Council Member Margaret Pillas opposed.

 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to ask Solicitor Ayres to draft an ordinance 
mandating that renters of scooters wear helmets within city limits, and, that all 
rented scooters are identified as rentals; seconded by Council Member Mary 
Knight. The vote was unanimous. 

 
Council Member Doug Cymek asked City Manager Dare to explore the possibility of 
implementing inspections on mechanical and gas installations (i.e. heating and air 
conditioning units) in new structures.  City Manager Dare said he will research this matter. 

  
Council Member Margaret Pillas requested a report on the Town’s costs for in-kind 
services from the 2009 Airshow. 

 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to adjourn at 3:02 p.m.; seconded by 
Council Member Doug Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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