
February 1, 2010 
Regular Session #3 

Mayor and City Council 
Town of Ocean City, Maryland 

 
Mayor Richard W. Meehan     Council Member Jim Hall 
Council President Joe Mitrecic      Council Member Margaret Pillas  
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin     Council Member Mary Knight  
         Council Member Doug Cymek  
         Council Member Joe Hall 
 
ATTENDANCE 
Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members 
Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, City 
Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias, Ocean City Police Department Captain 
Kevin Kirstein, Parks and Recreation Director Tom Shuster, City Clerk Carol Jacobs, Members of the 
Press and Interested Parties. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Joe Mitrecic called this Regular Session to order at 5:00 p.m., in the Council 
Chambers of City Hall, 301 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, Maryland 21842; then, Council Member 
Doug Cymek moved to convene into closed session to (1) consult with counsel to obtain legal 
advice; and, (2) conduct collective bargaining negotiations or consider matters that relate to the 
negotiations; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 5-0 with Council 
Members Margaret Pillas and Lloyd Martin absent.   
 

CLOSED SESSION 
Council President Mitrecic re-opened the meeting at 6:03 p.m. and reported that a closed meeting was 
held to discuss legal and contractual matters.  Persons present were Mayor Rick Meehan, Council 
President Joe Mitrecic, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members Jim Hall, Margaret Pillas, 
Mary Knight, Doug Cymek and Joe Hall, City Manager Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Assistant 
to City Manager Kathy Mathias and Steven Silvestri of Miles and Stockbridge.  Council Member Joe 
Hall moved to close the closed session; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote 
was 6-0 with Council Member Doug Cymek out of the room.
 

PRAYER & PLEDGE 
Pastor Ralph Krum of the Ocean City Seventh Day Adventist Church led the prayer and a local troop of 
Boy Scouts led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

SPECIAL EVENT PERMIT REQUESTS 
Private Events Coordinator Lisa Mitchell presented, for approval, the 13th Annual Endless Summer 
Cruisin’, on October 7-10, 2010 (with a 2011 Date Hold), from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. each day, at the 
Inlet Parking Lot. Coordinator Mitchell recommended the following requirements:  (1) the event holders 
must obtain tent permits from the Fire Marshal’s Office; (2) no stakes are to be driven into the inlet 
parking lot; and, (3) the Insurance Certificate must be obtained prior to the event.  Present for questions 
was Bob Rothermel.  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to approve the event and 2011 date 
hold; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was unanimous.
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT ON THE UPCOMING WORK SESSION 
City Manager Dare reported that the following items will be discussed in the upcoming work session:  

1. Request to purchase equipment for the Fire Marshal’s Office from a Homeland Security Grant – 
presented by Deputy Chief/Fire Marshal Sam Villani  

2. Discussion of seasonal request for articulating buses from the Maryland Transit Authority – 
presented by Transportation Assistant Superintendent Brian Connor 

3. Request for approval for additional secondary clarifier repair – Chief Deputy Public Works 
Director James Parsons 

4. Discussion of Boardwalk Bicycle hours – presented by Don Enste of Dandy Don’s Bikes 
5. Recommendation for Worcester County to provide Tax Billing – presented by Finance 

Administrator Martha Lucey 
6. Discussion of the Memorandum of Understanding regarding the Ayres Creek Kayak Launch Site 

– presented by Public Works Director Hal Adkins 
7. Approval of additions and amendments to the Policy and Procedure Manual – presented by 

Assistant to City Manager Kathy Mathias  
8. Discussion of the Parking Committee – presented by Council Member Joe Hall 

 

ITEMS PRESENTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
Mayor Rick Meehan presented a proclamation designating February as Ocean City Recreation and 
Parks ‘Sportsmanship Counts’ Month.  The Mayor presented Sportsmanship Awards to Members of the 
Boys and Girls Basketball League and the Youth Indoor Soccer League (see Attachment A).  Present 
to accept this proclamation was Parks and Recreation Director Tom Shuster, accompanied by Parks 
and Recreation Employees Al “Hondo” Handy, Kimberlee Kinsey and Linda Brittingham. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Sandi Smith of Maryland Coastal Bays requested the Town’s support for the 40th Annual Earth Day 
Cleanup on April 22, 2010 by coordinating the annual Bulk Pick-up weekend with the event.  Council 
Member Jim Hall moved to support the event; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. The 
vote was unanimous.   
 

ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY SOLICITOR 
City Solicitor Guy Ayres presented the First Reading of Ordinance 2010-1, amending Chapter 102, 
entitled Vehicles for Hire, implementing the taxi medallion system.  He advised that the medallion’s 
cost, and the method by which they will be utilized, will be determined by resolution in a future Council 
Meeting.  Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 2010-1; 
seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek. Council Member Pillas asked, and Solicitor Ayres 
advised that the limit of fleet-holder ownership will be set by resolution.   
 
Council Member Joe Hall recommended that the payment plan for the initial medallion fee should be 
set at 10% due upon purchase, 10% due on April 15th, 20% due on May 15th, 20% due on June 15th , 
20% July 15th and 20% due on August 15th.   Council Member Mary Knight so amended her motion.   
 
Council Member Jim Hall suggested adding a clause to prohibit the re-sale of a medallion unless the 
$1,500.00 is paid in full.  Council Member Mary Knight so amended her motion. 
  
Council Member Pillas recommended an amendment setting the medallion fee to $2,000.00 effective 
March 2, 2010.  Solicitor Ayres advised that he will add this to the resolution. 
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Council Member Joe Hall recommended an initial quantity of 175 medallions, and,  that 85% may be 
sold to fleets and 15% may be sold to independent cab.  Council Member Mary Knight so amended 
her motion. [*This amendment was inadvertently left out of the restate of the vote.] 
 
Mayor Meehan recommended amending the ordinance to give the Mayor and Council sole discretion to 
sell all remaining medallions (not sold on March 1st).  City Solicitor Ayres said the he will add this to the 
resolution. 
 
Secondly, he recommended amending the ordinance to state that non-compliance of the payment 
terms will result in immediate revocation.   Council Member Mary Knight so amended her motion. 
 

Council Member Jim Hall moved to establish by resolution raising the taxi fares from $2.00 to 
$2.25 per mile; seconded by Council Member Margaret Pillas.  Ocean City Police Department 
Captain Kevin Kirstein advised that the meters may only calibrate in 20 cent increments. 
 
Norman Mullinix of At the Beach Taxi (aka Free Taxi) gave the Mayor and Council a letter, 
endorsed by several taxicab business owners, requesting a reduction to the initial medallion and 
renewal fees, and,  increasing the allowable fare amount to $2.25. 
 
Council Member Jim Hall amended the motion to establish, by resolution, an increase to 
the allowable pick-up fare of $3.00 to $3.20, and the per mile fare from $2.00 to $2.20 
effective upon the 2010 decal renewal (inspection certification).  Council Member Pillas 
withdrew her second.   The motion was seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek.  Taxi-
cab business owners Ruth Carpenter, Christie Freeman, Carl Cufchak, Michael Pawlowski, 
Reuben Ortega, Ronald Cecil and Jimmy Yambor commented on the impact of the fee change.  
The vote was 6-1 with Council Member Margaret Pillas opposed.

 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to approve the First Reading of Ordinance 2010-1 with the 
following modifications:  (1.) Section 102-32 b(2) – “Payment of the medallion price under the 
initial process shall be 10% March 1st, 10% April 15th, 20% May 15th, 20% June 15th, 20% July 15th 
and 20% August 15th”; (2.) there will be no transfer of a medallion until paid in full; (3.) the 
medallion fee will increase to $2,000.00 effective March 2nd; (4.) all unsold medallions after 
March 1st, will be sold upon the sole discretion of the Mayor and Council; (5.) failure to meet the 
payment terms will result in the immediate revocation of the medallion; seconded by Council 
Member Doug Cymek.  The vote was 7-1 with Council Member Margaret Pillas opposed. 

Ancillary 
Motion 

 
Council Member Mary Knight moved to set the initial fee at $1,500.00 per medallion by 
resolution in the next regular session; seconded by Council Member Jim Hall. The vote was 
unanimous. 
 

ITEMS REFERRED TO AND PRESENTATIONS FROM THE CITY MANAGER 
City Manager Dare presented staff recommendations to award:  (1) Gable Signs and Graphics in the 
amount of $21,245.00 (Staff Estimate:  $28,000.00) for variable message signs.  Council Member 
Doug Cymek moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was 6-0 
with Council Member Jim Hall out of the room; and, (2) Pete’s Cycle Co., Inc., in the amount of 
$16,047.00 (Budget Allocation = $18,000.00), for three All Terrain Vehicles for Beach Patrol.  Council 
Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Doug Cymek.  The 
vote was 6-0 with Council Member Jim Hall out of the room. 
Parks and Recreation Director Tom Shuster presented the 2011 schedule for Town-Operated Special 
Events (see Attachment B).  Council Secretary Lloyd Martin moved to approve; seconded by 
Council Member Mary Knight. The vote was unanimous. 
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Council Member Jim Hall reported on the minutes of the Recreation and Parks Committee Meeting of 
January 26, 2010 (see Attachment C).  Council Member Joe Hall moved to approve a pilot 
program allowing the O.C. Boosters to serve wine at Sunfest and Springfest; seconded by 
Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. The vote was unanimous. 
 

CITIZEN COMMENTS 
Jimmy Yambor asked about obtaining a medallion as an independent.   
 
Christie Freeman reminded the Council that the driver-for-hire permits are additional to the inspection 
certificate fees.   She also asked for clarification on insurance coverage (FR-19 form).   
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL’S COMMENTS 
Mayor Rick Meehan thanked Public Works and Public Safety for their work during the snowstorm.   
He also acknowledged the untimely deaths of Citizens Jerry Wells and Geoffrey Robbins.  Lastly, he 
announced that Delegate Jim Mathias and Norman Conway will host a Town meeting on February 15, 
2010 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the 15th Street Firehouse. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Council Member Jim Hall moved to adjourn at 8:43 p.m.; seconded by Council Secretary Lloyd Martin. 
The vote was unanimous. 
 
Minutes Prepared by:  Kelly L. Allmond, CMC 
Reviewed by:  Carol L. Jacobs, MMC 
Approved by the Council on:   
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