
May 31, 2011 
Work Session 

Mayor and Council  
Town of Ocean City 

 
In attendance:  Mayor Rick Meehan, Council President James S. Hall, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, 
Council Members Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek, Joe Hall and Brent Ashley, City Manager 
Dennis Dare, City Solicitor Guy Ayres, City Clerk Kathleen Mathias, City Engineer Terry McGean, Members 
of the Press and Interested Parties.   
 
Council President Jim Hall called this Work Session to order at 12:00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 301 Baltimore Avenue, Ocean City, Maryland 21842; then, Council Member Knight moved to  
convene for a Closed Session to: (1) consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; (2) discuss the 
appointment, employment, assignment, removal or resignation of appointees, employees or officials 
over whom it has jurisdiction, or, any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific 
individuals; (3) discuss a matter directly related to a negotiation strategy or the contents of a bid or 
proposal if public discussion or disclosure adversely impacts the public body's ability to competitively 
bid or make proposals; seconded by Council Member Ashley. The vote was 5‐0 with Council Members 
Cymek and Pillas absent.   
 

1.  Council President Hall re‐opened the work session at 1:00 p.m. and reported that legal, personnel 
and contractual matters were discussed in closed session.  Persons present were Mayor Rick 
Meehan, Council President James S. Hall, Council Secretary Lloyd Martin, Council Members 
Margaret Pillas, Mary Knight, Doug Cymek, Joe Hall and Brent Ashley, City Manager Dennis Dare, 
City Solicitor Guy Ayres, City Clerk Kathleen Mathias, Phil Reid and Mike Amos.  He reported that 
the vote to close the meeting was unanimous. 
 
Council Secretary Martin moved to appoint Phil Reid to the Board of Adjustment and Appeals, 
and, Mike Amos to the Board of Port Wardens; seconded by Council Member Ashley. The vote 
was unanimous.  Mayor Meehan issued the Oath of Office to Phil Reid and Mike Amos. 
 

2.  Council President Hall reported that a closed session was held on Wednesday, May 18, 2011 at 
10:00 a.m. following the Pension Trustee Meeting to discuss a pension‐specific personnel matter.  
Persons present were City Solicitor Guy Ayres, Pension Trustees Mike Levy, Pam Marshall and 
Geoffrey Robbins, Council Members Brent Ashley, Doug Cymek, Mary Knight, and Margaret Pillas, 
City Manager Dennis Dare, Human Resource Director Wayne Evans, David Esham and Mike 
Holycross of Morgan Stanley.   He reported that the motion to close the meeting was unanimous 
with Council Members Jim Hall, Joe Hall and Lloyd Martin absent. 

 

3.  Discussion of Proposed Trespassing Ordinance  Ocean City Police Chief Bernadette DiPino 
presented a draft Ordinance authorizing the OCPD to enforce trespassing laws for property 
owners who opt‐in to the “Trespass Enforcement Authorization Program.”  Council Member 
Knight moved to proceed with the First Reading of this Ordinance at the next Regular Session; 
seconded by Council Member Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 

 
4.  OCPD Crime Analyst Brandon Reim reported on his overdose study (see Attachment A).   

 



5.  Discussion of Philadelphia Avenue Parking  City Engineer Terry McGean proposed installing six 
Cale machines on the east side of Philadelphia Avenue for twenty nine new parking spaces.  He 
requested permission to purchase one spare Cale machine for the amount of $7,500.00.    Council 
Member Knight moved to approve; seconded by Council Member Ashley. The vote was 6‐1 
with Council President Hall opposed.  

 

6.  Report on Building Department ISO Rating   City Engineer McGean advised that every five years, 
building code enforcement offices are audited for code enforcement and effectiveness practices.  
He reported that Town of Ocean City Code Enforcement Office received a rating of “3” on a scale 
of one (best) to ten (worst)  by Insurance Offices, LLC (ISO).   He said he is pleased with the rating 
because no Maryland community has been rated higher than a “3,” and only two Maryland 
communities have received a rating of “3.”    
 
Mr. McGean advised that initiates are underway to make the permit process more efficient 
including:   (1) purging old open permits; (2)  notifying contractors of applications inactive for 150 
days; and (3) investigating aged, unpaid, abandoned and delayed permits.  Also, he advised that 
the plumbing inspection department will now manage electrical and mechanical permits.   
 
Lastly, he advised that he will soon propose: (1) an increase to the minimum dollar amount for 
non‐structural work requiring a permit; and, (2) methods to better clarify to the public what does 
and does not require a permit.   

     
7.  Request to Pay Off Tax Anticipation Note for 110 Somerset Street  Finance Administrator 

Martha Lucey requested permission to pay off the tax anticipation note principal balance of 
$125,000.00 for 110 Somerset Street.  Council Member Knight moved to approve; seconded by 
Council Member Ashley. The vote was 6‐0 with Council Secretary Martin out of the room.  

 

8.  Request to Increase Payment to OPEB Fund to Equal Actuarial Required Contribution for 
FY2011 Finance Administrator Martha Lucey advised that Ordinance 2011‐16 changed the 
pension benefit (for new hires only) to a 3% soft cap until age 65 which increased the actuarial 
required contribution for FY11 to $412,000.00.  Council Member Knight moved to approve the 
payment; seconded by Council Member Cymek. The vote was 6‐1 with Council Member Joe Hall 
opposed.  

 

9.  Discussion of Sale of Salt Water Fishing Licenses and Free Fishing Areas in Ocean City  Mayor 
Rick Meehan met with Bait & Tackle merchants who asked him to pen a letter to Senator Mathias 
requesting free fishing areas from 2nd to 4th Streets bayside, 9th Street Pier, Convention Center 
and Northside Park.  Mayor Meehan noted that all fishing requires registry free of charge.  
Council Member Cymek moved to support the Mayor’s letter; seconded by Council Member 
Knight. The vote was unanimous.  

10. Discussion of Proposed Revisions to Street Performer Guidelines from Ad Hoc Committee  June 
14, 2011.  [This discussion was postponed until June 14, 2011].  

 

11. Approval to Allow Fixed Advertising on the Interior of Taxis   Council Secretary Lloyd Martin 
advised that the Police Commission made a recommendation to allow advertising on the interior 
of taxicabs.  Council Member Knight moved to  proceed with an ordinance to allow advertising 
on the interior of taxicabs;  seconded by Council Member Cymek. The vote was unanimous. 

 



12. Discussion of Proposed Changes to the FY2012 Budget City Manager Dare requested permission 
to hire for 31 total permissions as presented on Attachment A.  Council President Hall advised Mr. 
Dare to proceed.   

 

13. Council Member Ashley asked Tourism Director Debbie Turk to work with MGH Advertising for a 
Tourism Survey.  Mayor Meehan suggested asking private business to contribute their patron’s 
zip codes for demographic Data.   

 

Secondly, Council Member Ashley moved to allocate $100,000 from the FY11 Tourism Fund for 
a “free gas giveaway,” and, allocate Tourism funds to participate in the Golf Get‐Away Coop 
(including Pam’s Golf); seconded by Council Member Pillas.  The vote was 4‐3 with Council 
Members Jim Hall, Mary Knight and Lloyd Martin opposed.  

 
14. Report on Police Commission Meeting of April 13, 2011 (see Attachment B).   

 



Overdose data
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Overdose Data

• Analysis requested by Narcotics section

• Data from 2008 – Present

• Broken Down by:

▫ Deaths

▫ Age of Victim

▫ Gender of Victim

▫ Alcohol as a Factor

▫ Drug Type



Maryland Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene

• Prescription drug abuse is a growing problem 
across the State of Maryland. Data shows:

▫ A 106 percent increase in treatment admissions 
related to abuse of prescription opiates (2007-
2010)

▫ A 250 percent increase in poison control calls 
related to oxycodone from 2007 – 2010

▫ Fifty-five percent of all intoxication deaths in 
Maryland involved a prescription opiate in 2010



Maryland Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene



Maryland Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene
The Prescription Drug Abuse Epidemic

1) National drug overdose deaths have never been higher, and 

are now second only to motor vehicle crash deaths among the 

leading causes of unintentional death in the United States.

2) In 2007, the number of deaths involving prescription opioids

like oxycodone, hydrocodone, and methadone were 1.93 times 

those involving cocaine and 5.38 times those involving heroin.

3) The prevalence of non-medical prescription drug use is now 

greater than use of all illicit drugs combined except marijuana, 

comprising almost one-third of drug abuse in the United 

States.



Maryland Department of Health 

and Mental Hygiene

• According to the Maryland Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner, data indicate that deaths 
involving prescription opiates have increased by 
14 percent from 2006 to 2010.



Overdose Trend

*Data gathered from RMS
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Fatal vs. Non-Fatal Overdoses
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Overdose Trend
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Overdose Trend
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Overdoses by Gender

4241

Overdoses by Gender
(2008 - 2010)
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Overdose Deaths by Gender
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Overdose Victims by Age
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Method of Overdose
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Overdose - Method
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Method of Overdose
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Method of Overdose
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Type of Overdose
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Type of Overdose
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Type of Overdose

3

23

13

7

9

11
11

4

8

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Accidental Intentional Undetermined

Number of Overdoses by Type
2008 - Present

Alcohol

Drugs and Alcohol

Drugs



Overdose 

by 

Location



Overdose 

by 

Location



Overdose 

by 

Location



POLICE COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 
OPEN SESSION 

April 13, 2011   3:00 P.M. 
 

PRESENT:  City Manager Dennis Dare, Commission Chairman Lloyd Martin, 
Council Member Doug Cymek, Council President Jim Hall, Captains Bokinsky, 
Bunting, Colbert, Kirstein, Lt. Kirkpatrick, Lt. Mark Pacini, Officer Jann Jones, Cpl 
Regina Custer 

 
1. The March 9, 2011 Police Commission Open Session Minutes were 

approved by a motion made by Councilman Jim Hall and seconded by 
Councilman Doug Cymek 

 
2.   Taxi Issues 
 
 A. Request for Taxi Inspection Extension until May 24, 2011  

Owner out of the country – Medallion #66, Olga Mihailova, “On 
Time Taxi”.  Councilman Doug Cymek made a motion to approve the 
extension until May 24, 2011.  The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Jim Hall. 

 
3. New Business 
 

A. Crime Analyst – Brandon Reim Presentation - H2O and H2O2 
There were 65 calls for service (included in this number were 25 

disorderly calls) for March 2010.  Comparison calls for service in 
2009 – 64 CFS (23 disorderly), 2008- 107 CFS (26 disorderly) 
 

B. Illegal Advertising-Pizza Flyers – Capt. Kirstein and Lt. Pacini 
 
Councilman Jim Hall made a motion to issue a warning to violators of 
the Town of Ocean City Ordinance 70-142 (Littering) and/or 14-38 
(Business Licenses, Suspension & Revocation); repeat offenders will 
be fined have their business license suspended for thirty (30) days by 
the City Manager.  The City Manager will send a letter to business 
owners informing them the current ordinances will be enforced.  The 
motion was seconded by Councilman Cymek.  Captain Kirstein 
assured those present the OCPD will fully investigate the violations 
before recommending the business owner’s license be suspended by 
the City Manager. 

 
 

 
  
 

KAllmond
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