Convention Center Expansion Gets Green Light

On Wednesday, July 27, 2011, the Maryland Board of Public Works approved an $8.15
million contract with Whiting-Turner Construction Company to construct the long
awaited expansion of the Roland E. Powell Convention Center in Ocean City. The
contract is within the allocated budget and the Governor, the Treasurer and the
Comptroller all endorsed the project after Ocean City Mayor Rick Meehan presented the
benefits to be derived from the expansion.

“Ocean City is a prime example of a partnership with the State of Maryland that has
been successful for the entire State,” said State Treasurer Nancy Kopp.

The Board approved the contract at approximately 11 a.m. and the Maryland Stadium
Authority issued a notice to proceed the same afternoon. Whiting-Turner Construction
Company was on site Thursday securing the construction area and building their offices.
Site clearing began promptly at 7 a.m. on Monday.

The expansion will be a welcomed addition to the facility, adding additional space and
providing breath-taking bay views. The 32,000 sq. ft. expansion will include a new lower
exhibit hall and a new bayfront ballroom addition. Completion is expected in October
2012. The total project cost, including design fees, is $9.3 million, with $5 million being
paid by the Town through the half-cent food tax collected and $4.3 million by the State.
Estimated new tax revenue for the State once completed is $1.1 million to $1.6 million
annually and 300 to 400 full-time new jobs.



