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OC CERT Meeting 

Thursday May 23, 2013 
Public Safety Building 2nd Floor Training Room  

 
Meeting called to order by Bob Rhode (approximately 7:30pm), following the 
presentation by Delmarva Power.  Attendance per sign in sheets. 

 
● Review of minutes from prior meeting (28 March 2013). Minutes will be 
 posted on the website. 
 
 Website Reminder: A link for CERT Team Information available on the 

Town of Ocean City website through the Emergency Services home page.  
 The direct link is: http://oceancitymd.gov/Emergency_Management/cert-team.html. 
  Mike Sevier has volunteered to help sort out all the photographs of OC  
 CERT activities. Bob Rhode will coordinate this project with him. 

 
 Old Business: 

Two classes that had been cancelled with be held in Ocean City at a 
future date. 
Receipt of Panera Gift Card from Boy Scout Troop 225 will be used to 
provide refreshments at the OC CERT July meeting. 
 

 New Business: 
o Discuss and review the Planning Meeting that was held on Tuesday 

30 April 2013. Minutes were reviewed and are posted on the 
website. Next Planning Meeting is scheduled for September 5; goal 
is to develop a 2 year Strategic Plan. 

o CERT Olympics in Baltimore kind of “fizzled out”. We had not 
planned to attend. Info will be shared by the Baltimore Coordinator. 

o Purchase order has been procured to order 60 T Shirts; need 
members to provide sizes. 

o Somerset County has requested attendance at their July 17 
meeting in order to obtain more info on starting a CERT Program. 

o Weather radio was raffled off – winner attended Springfest. 
o Channel 47 News Director has offered to give a tour of their studio 

relating to weather broadcasts. Anyone interested in attending, as a 
group,  should contact Carol Boyles. Number of participants and 
dates are pending. OC CERT Members also expressed interest in 
the Delmarva Life Show. 

o In accordance with the Federal Government and the American Red 
Cross, all current and prospective members of OC CERT will be 
required to submit to a background check. Release forms will be 
made available and the process will be handled by the Town’s 
Communications Division. There will be no paper report generated. 
Anyone with a history of a felony, major crime, etc. will be denied 
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membership in the group. Forms are due back on or before the July 
meeting. Anyone not providing the release form by the September 
meeting will automatically be removed from the OC CERT Roster. 

 
 Events and Exercises:  

o Thank you to those who attended and assisted with Traffic Control 
and Crowd Management for CERT Saturday 27 April 2013, Spring 
Fest 2013, Somerset County Commissioners Meeting 7 May 2013, 
Storm Spotter Training 9 May 2013, Preparedness Day at Wal-Mart 
Saturday 18 May 2013, Council Meeting Monday 20 May 2013 for 
Hurricane Proclamation, and the Town Hall Meeting for Hurricane 
Preparedness Wednesday 22 May 2013. 

o Air Show Friday 7 June – Sunday 9 June 2013 schedule now 
 available. Since the Blue Angels will not be appearing, the times 
 have been reduced and fewer resources are needed. 

o Maryland State Firemen’s parade to be held Wednesday June 19; 
 same parade route as last year. Anyone who has had Traffic 
 Control Training may assist – contact Bob Rhode if interested. 

o DEW Tour – Wednesday June 19 – Sunday June 23 2013  
 schedule now available.  Soccer tournaments will also be going on 
 at these time. There will be two concerts – Friday and Saturday 
 nights. 

o Utility trailer was purchased by the Town in conjunction with the 
 American Red Cross. It is parked on the PSB lot. Contents include 
 cots, etc. A training date may be scheduled in order to 
 inventory/organize the trailer. 
 
The Town is initiating paid parking at City Hall and the Public Safety 
Building after normal business hours. For those persons signed up to 
work at the Air Show and/or the DEW Tour, specific information relating 
to transportation and parking passes will be disseminated closer to the 
events.  
 
 OC-CERT Meetings/Training for 2013: 

1. Points-of-Distribution (POD’s) Training at Sussex County Tuesday 
11 June classroom and Thursday 20 June 2013 practical.  Van will 
depart the Public Safety Building at 0700 hours each day. Six 
persons have signed up and will received e-mail confirmations 
directly from DEMA. 

2. Thursday 25 July 2013 1830 hours at the Public Safety Building.  
Training to be conducted by Team 3. 

3. Ocean City Town Exercises Tuesday 20 August and Wednesday 
21 August 2013 – COOP/Tabletop Exercises. 

4. Quarterly Planning Meeting Thursday 5 September 2013 at 1845 at 
the PSB. 
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5. Wednesday 18 September 2013 1830 hours at the Public Safety 
Building.  Training to be conducted by Team 4. 

6. CERT Basic class will begin Thursday 26 September 2013 at 1845 
hours. It was noted that the Spring CERT Basic class was not held 
due to low enrollment. 

7. Thursday 21 November 2013 1830 hours at the Public Safety 
Building.  Training to be conducted by Emergency Services. 

 
 

 Saturday training sessions being scheduled for Fall 2013: 
1. Saturday 23 November 2013 0800-1200 hours at the PSB topic to 

be announced 
 

 Training to consider for future dates: 
1. CERT Animal Response II 
2. Compass reading practical exercises 
3. First Aid Training Course 

 
Presentation:  Delmarva Power and Light Electrical Safety Demonstration. 
Thanks to Team 2 for coordinating this. 
 
Closing: 
●Plans to have OC CERT Members recognized at a September Mayor & Council 
meeting. This will be in conjunction with National Preparedness Month 
Proclamation. 
●Tom Roberts offered to assist with any questions anyone may have concerning 
generators, etc. 
●CPR Training will offered through the Ocean City Fire Department. The Town 
will pay the fee for OC CERT Members. Dates will be in conjunction with CERT 
Basic. – October 17.  
●Possibility of providing First Aid Instruction. 
●Plans are being made to have our Emergency Services Intern, Colin Orsini, 
continue past the mid-June date. He is working on the new Emergency 
Operations Plan.  
●Inventory of gear bags yet to be distributed will be ready by the July meeting; 
the storage room has not been accessible this week. 
●Thanks to everyone for their attendance.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm. 
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