
 

 

OC-CERT PLANNING MEETING MINUTES  
THURSDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2014 

PSB 3RD
 FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM 

 
The meeting was opened at 6:38 pm by Bob Rhode. Attendance per sign in sheet. Thanks to 
all those in attendance. Review of minutes and notes from the June 5 meeting. Volunteers 
participated in the DEW Tour, Air show and deployment to Pocomoke, offering logistics 
support. 
 

 Creating a Two-Year Strategic Training Plan/Goals/Objectives discussion 
o Review a vision plan draft (attached) and look at two year strategic plan. 

 
 Discuss the Regional CERT Training to be conducted quarterly. 

o Tentative months are January, April, July and October  
 

 The Planning Section will be open to all members and they can volunteer to assist with 
any sub-committee/work group they wish to work on.   

o The following work groups have been created with the lead person listed. 
 “Member Skill Sheet” with the lead Frank Hunt 
 “Member Survey form for Training Interests and Topics with the lead 

Sally Crawford 
 
Discussion about compilation of data for skills assessment and pertinent data for each 
member.  This could be in the form of a data base, file folder for each member, all 
inclusive notebook and/or spreadsheets. Issues are who might have access to 
personal info and how to update. PASS Tags could be used to provide medical data, 
etc. Frank Hunt, Cheryll Bissell and Sally Crawford will continue to work on this 
project. 

 
 Reformulation of Membership Strike Teams from four teams to three teams with all 

personnel currently on the rooster being assigned to a team. New members will be 
added and those members not meeting attendance requirements will be removed from 
the list in January. 
 

 Discussion of upcoming events and training 
 

o Sunfest Thursday 18 September through Sunday 21 September 2014. Bob 
Rhode will be in Garrett County on assignment. OC CERT coverage is needed 
to monitor weather and hand out materials.  OC 1 will be on-site. Schedules will 
be sent out and detailed info sent to those persons signed up to participate. 

o Regional Communications Exercise Saturday 27 September 2014 7-1 
o Preparedness Day Home Depot Berlin Saturday 4 October 2014 9-2 
o Ocean City Basic CERT Class begins Thursday 2 October 2014. Over 20 

persons have signed up for the County Fall CERT Class. 
o Volunteer and Donation Management Class Caroline County, MD Tuesday 7 

October and Wednesday 8 October 2014 
o Evening ICS/Position Specific Training Classes 
o Saturday Training sessions 



 

 

o Some training requires that the enrollee obtain a Student ID Number (SID#). 
This can be obtained on FEMA.gov. (Please provide SID# to Carol Boyles). 

o The State (MEMA) Learning Management System is password protected and 
some courses require registration on this site.  

o There is some interest in Search and Rescue Training but this can be extensive 
and required commitments. A letter will be drafted from Director Theobald to 
request a presentation from MDNRP on this subject. 

 
 
•Open Forum 
▪Frank Hunt requested a Category I Flood Inundation Map.  
▪OC CERT Members would have approval to conduct presentations as individuals, if 
requested, relating to emergency preparedness. 
▪Reminder that activities are posted on the Google Calendar available on the Emergency 
Services web page. 
▪Resignation of Ryan Lewis from OC CERT – he is moving from OC. 
▪Applications are coming in for CERT Basic which will start on October 2. 
▪Gear has been organized and is being distributed.  
▪Ham Radio/RACES training with the County is ongoing. Radio base station is being 
purchased.  
 
▪The next Planning Meeting on Thursday 4 December 2014 at 1830 hours in the Public 
Safety Building 2nd floor training room. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
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Sample Vision Statement for Ocean City CERT 
 
The Town of Ocean City Community Emergency Response Team (OC-CERT) created in January 

2011 has a major goal to educate citizens to be better prepared to take care of themselves, family, 

friends, and neighbors in the event of a disaster of any type until trained emergency responders can 

arrive. Over the next two years OC-CERT hopes to continue assisting with training additional 

volunteer pools to help during an emergency, and to perform educational projects that improve our 

community’s preparedness. 

 


