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HURRICANESHURRICANES

NATURES FURYNATURES FURY



HURRICANE KATRINAHURRICANE KATRINA



HURRICANE WIND CLASSIFICATIONSHURRICANE WIND CLASSIFICATIONS

Tropical Storm Tropical Storm -- 35MPH to 74MPH35MPH to 74MPH

Category 1 Category 1 -- 74MPH to 95MPH74MPH to 95MPH
Category 2 Category 2 -- 96MPH to 110MPH96MPH to 110MPH
Category 3 Category 3 -- 111MPH to 130MPH111MPH to 130MPH
Category 4 Category 4 -- 131MPH to 155MPH131MPH to 155MPH
Category 5 Category 5 -- 156MPH +156MPH +



Galveston, TexasGalveston, Texas
Hurricane IkeHurricane Ike



Galveston, TexasGalveston, Texas



CATEGORY 3 STORM SURGECATEGORY 3 STORM SURGE





2009 Hurricane Prediction2009 Hurricane Prediction
ATLANTIC BASIN SEASONAL HURRICANE FORECAST FOR 2009 ATLANTIC BASIN SEASONAL HURRICANE FORECAST FOR 2009 

•• 12 Named Storms (includes Tropical Storms and Hurricanes)12 Named Storms (includes Tropical Storms and Hurricanes)

•• 6 Hurricanes6 Hurricanes

•• 2 Major Hurricanes (Category 32 Major Hurricanes (Category 3--44--5)5)

PROBABILITIES FOR AT LEAST ONE MAJOR HURRICANE MAKING PROBABILITIES FOR AT LEAST ONE MAJOR HURRICANE MAKING 
LANDFALL ON LANDFALL ON 
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING COASTAL AREAS:EACH OF THE FOLLOWING COASTAL AREAS:

•• Entire U.S. coastline Entire U.S. coastline -- 54% (average for last century is 52%) 54% (average for last century is 52%) 

•• U.S. East Coast Including Peninsula Florida U.S. East Coast Including Peninsula Florida -- 32% (average for last 32% (average for last 
century is 31%) century is 31%) 

•• Gulf Coast from the Florida Panhandle westward to Brownsville Gulf Coast from the Florida Panhandle westward to Brownsville -- 31% 31% 
(average for last century is 30%) (average for last century is 30%) 

•• Average major hurricane landfall risk in the Caribbean 3Average major hurricane landfall risk in the Caribbean 3



OCEAN CITY EMERGENCY OCEAN CITY EMERGENCY 

OPERATIONS CENTER (E.O.C)OPERATIONS CENTER (E.O.C)
EOC MEMBERSEOC MEMBERS

EOC EQUIPMENTEOC EQUIPMENT

TOWN’S EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLANTOWN’S EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN



EMERGENCY OPERATIONS 
CENTER STAFFING

•• Ocean City Mayor and City CouncilOcean City Mayor and City Council

•• Ocean City Town ManagerOcean City Town Manager

•• All Ocean City DepartmentsAll Ocean City Departments

•• Federal, State and County Allied AgenciesFederal, State and County Allied Agencies

•• Support Organization’s (Delmarva PowerSupport Organization’s (Delmarva Power--HMRAHMRA--VerizonVerizon--
Eastern Shore GasEastern Shore Gas-- DCMADCMA--Montego Bay Assoc.Montego Bay Assoc.-- MediaMedia--
etc.)etc.)



Emergency Operations CenterEmergency Operations Center



Ocean City E.O.C. OperationsOcean City E.O.C. Operations

•• Full City Radio Monitoring capabilityFull City Radio Monitoring capability
•• Full Computer Aided Dispatch capability with all Full Computer Aided Dispatch capability with all 

DepartmentsDepartments
•• Full Internet Access (HurrEvacFull Internet Access (HurrEvac--HurrTrakHurrTrak--

WebEOCWebEOC--EMnet)EMnet)
•• I.T. access for updating Government Access I.T. access for updating Government Access 

Channel and Ocean City Government Web Channel and Ocean City Government Web 
Page’sPage’s

•• 10 additional phone lines10 additional phone lines



Hurricane Tracking Software:Hurricane Tracking Software:
HurrEvacHurrEvac



OCEAN CITY EMERGENCY OCEAN CITY EMERGENCY 
OPERATIONS PLAN (EOP)OPERATIONS PLAN (EOP)



OCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASESOCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASES
PHASE ONE:PHASE ONE:

1.)      All persons desiring to travel to Ocean City, Maryland,1.)      All persons desiring to travel to Ocean City, Maryland, are are 
asked to postpone their visits until the existinasked to postpone their visits until the existing g 
situation improves.situation improves.

2.)     Mobile home residents in Ocean City and those liv2.)     Mobile home residents in Ocean City and those living in ing in 
known flood prone areas should secure their    known flood prone areas should secure their    
homes and prepare for possible evacuation.homes and prepare for possible evacuation.

3.)     Persons should secure or move all watercraft.3.)     Persons should secure or move all watercraft.



OCEANCITY EVACUATION PHASESOCEANCITY EVACUATION PHASES
PHASE ONE:… (Cont.)PHASE ONE:… (Cont.)

4.)4.) All persons are asked to tune intoAll persons are asked to tune into Ocean CityOcean City Government Access Government Access 
Channel (Channel 4) for detailed information or adviChannel (Channel 4) for detailed information or advisories.sories.

5.)5.) Initiate evacuation of all international workforce students.Initiate evacuation of all international workforce students.

a.)a.) All International workforce students will report to All International workforce students will report to 
assigned transportation pickassigned transportation pick--up location.up location.

b.)b.) All International workforce students will be All International workforce students will be 
transported to predetermined staging location/s.transported to predetermined staging location/s.

c.) c.) The International workforce students will then be The International workforce students will then be 
under the jurisdiction, and become theunder the jurisdiction, and become the responsibility of,responsibility of,
the State of Maryland, by prior agreemthe State of Maryland, by prior agreement, for further ent, for further 
transportation and relocation.transportation and relocation.



OCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASESOCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASES
PHASE TWO:PHASE TWO:

1.) All non1.) All non--resident property owners, vacationers andresident property owners, vacationers and
visitors are requested to evacuate the island.visitors are requested to evacuate the island.

2.) All mobile home residents and occupants of known2.) All mobile home residents and occupants of known
low lying areas are requested to evacuate.low lying areas are requested to evacuate.

3.) The Mayor will issue an order to close the Beach to3.) The Mayor will issue an order to close the Beach to
all persons. all persons. This order will be enforced.This order will be enforced.

4.) Ocean City will utilize the municipal transportation 4.) Ocean City will utilize the municipal transportation 
system for relocation of people with special needs.system for relocation of people with special needs.



OCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASESOCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASES
PHASE TWO: cont….PHASE TWO: cont….

5.)  5.)  Ocean City has opened the Convention Center and the North Ocean City has opened the Convention Center and the North 
Side Recreation Park as preSide Recreation Park as pre--designated pickdesignated pick--up locations to up locations to 
relocate people to mainland safe havens.relocate people to mainland safe havens.

6.)  6.)  The Worcester County Department of Emergency Services hasThe Worcester County Department of Emergency Services has
opened, or is requested to open shelters.opened, or is requested to open shelters.

7.)7.) The draw span on U.S. Route 50 Bridge will be closed to all The draw span on U.S. Route 50 Bridge will be closed to all 
boat traffic and will remain closed.boat traffic and will remain closed.

8.)8.) All persons should stay tuned to the Ocean City Government All persons should stay tuned to the Ocean City Government 
Access Channel (Channel 4) and local Radio and TeleviAccess Channel (Channel 4) and local Radio and Television sion 
Stations for additional information.Stations for additional information.



OCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASESOCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASES
Phase ThreePhase Three

1.)    The Mayor of Ocean City, Maryland, has signed1.)    The Mayor of Ocean City, Maryland, has signed
a proclamation declaring a local State of Emerga proclamation declaring a local State of Emergency    ency    

2.)     All persons other than identified Emergency 2.)     All persons other than identified Emergency 
Personnel are orderedPersonnel are ordered to evacuate.to evacuate.

3.)     Utilizing the authority under a local State of 3.)     Utilizing the authority under a local State of 
Emergency, the Mayor is banning the sale of alEmergency, the Mayor is banning the sale of all l 
alcohol in Ocean City and requests that allalcohol in Ocean City and requests that all
businesses close immediatelybusinesses close immediately..



OCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASESOCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASES
Phase Three… cont.Phase Three… cont.

4.)     All incoming traffic to Ocean City, Maryland, will be li4.)     All incoming traffic to Ocean City, Maryland, will be limited to  mited to  
emergency personnel. No other vehicles will be   emergency personnel. No other vehicles will be   
permitted entry to thepermitted entry to the Island, except by approved authorityIsland, except by approved authority
(Mayor, City Manager, and Emergency Services Director).(Mayor, City Manager, and Emergency Services Director).

5.)     Ocean City Municipal Transportation System5.)     Ocean City Municipal Transportation System is providing is providing 
transportation for special needs individuals.transportation for special needs individuals.
International student workforce evacuation has been comInternational student workforce evacuation has been completed.pleted.

6.)     The Worcester County Department of Emergency Services ha6.)     The Worcester County Department of Emergency Services has opened s opened 
shelters.shelters.

7.)7.) The Ocean CityThe Ocean City Government Cable Access Channel will remain Government Cable Access Channel will remain 
operational for further advisories.operational for further advisories.



OCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASESOCEAN CITY EVACUATION PHASES
Phase IVPhase IV

1.)   The Mayor has ORDERED1.)   The Mayor has ORDERED a complete evacuation of Ocean City,a complete evacuation of Ocean City,
Maryland.  All remaining persons are to evacuate at Maryland.  All remaining persons are to evacuate at this time.this time.

2.)2.) NoNo incoming traffic will be allowed in Ocean City, Maryland incoming traffic will be allowed in Ocean City, Maryland 
until further notice.until further notice.

3.)3.) All public transportation is being shut down until further noticAll public transportation is being shut down until further notice.e.

4.)4.) The Mayor has ordered all City personnel to seek shelter andThe Mayor has ordered all City personnel to seek shelter and
safe haven until further notice.safe haven until further notice.

5.)5.) Please stay tuned to NOAA weather radioPlease stay tuned to NOAA weather radio and local Radio and and local Radio and 
Television Stations for further information or advisoTelevision Stations for further information or advisories. ries. 






