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227.01 Purpose 
        To insure that critically ill patients are transported to the closest appropriate 
         facility and medical unit availability to the Town of Ocean City, MD.  is not    
        compromised.  
 
227.02 Policy 

A. Interfacility Transport: 
1. The Fire-EMS Division shall respond to medical centers and doctor’s 

offices within our response area to transport emergency patients to   
 receiving hospitals.  

2. Patients may be transported to Atlantic General Hospital in Berlin 
and Peninsula Regional Medical Center in Salisbury. 

3. With the approval of the Shift Lieutenant or designee and medical 
control, patients may be transported to Beebe Medical Center in 
Lewes, Delaware. 

B. Transport To Receiving Facilities: 
1. Fire-EMS personnel shall transport priority 1 and 2 patients from 

medical centers and doctor’s offices to the closest appropriate 
facility, as required by Maryland Medical Protocol.  

2. Priority 1 patients shall not bypass the closest appropriate facility 
even if the medical center has made other arrangements. 

3. Priority 2 and 3 patients may bypass the closest appropriate facility 
with the approval of medical control. 

4. Shift Lieutenants or their designee, may limit bypass of priority 2 and 
3 patients if bypass will deplete resources to an unacceptable level. 

5. If the Shift Lieutenant or designee, believes the transport beyond the 
closest facility will tax resources to an unacceptable level, or 
command has been placed the division on “blue alert”, transport 
beyond the closest facility shall be denied. 

C. Referral To Private Ambulance Services: 
1. In the event medical facilities or doctor’s offices find transport to the 



closest appropriate facility unacceptable, the Shift Lieutenant or 
designee, should be contacted. 

2. The Shift Lieutenant or designee shall offer referral to a private 
ambulance service. 

D. Routine Transports 
1. Routine transports of non-emergent nature require 24 hours notice to 

make proper staffing arrangements. 
2. Emergency long distance transports, outside the 3 hospital service 

area, shall be handled as stated above but shall not affect minimum 
staffing. 


