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Quite often, citizens' hunches turn out to be valuable information to us. If you have information that you 

feel we should know, we encourage you to leave us e-mail. OCPD@ococean.com 

For Immediate Release: 
NEW CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY LAW  

PROTECTS MORE OF MARYLAND’S CHILDREN  
 
Beginning June 30, 2008, Maryland’s Child Passenger Safety Law, which requires children to use 
safety seats until they reach six years of age and weigh 40 pounds, will change in order to 
improve safety conditions.  The new law will require children under age eight to use a child safety 
seat or booster seat when riding in a motor vehicle, unless the child is 4’9” tall or weighs more 
than 65 pounds in which they will be permitted to use an adult seat belt. 
 
Proper fit for an adult seat belt means the lap-shoulder belt fits low on the child’s hips and across 
the mid-chest. If the belt fits across the child’s neck or stomach, the child could be injured in the 
event of a crash. The new Maryland Child Passenger Safety Law will allow children the time they 
need to grow to a safe height and weight for the adult seat belts to fit properly and work more 
effectively. 
 
Maryland is now joining roughly 17 other states which have mandated child safety seat use up to 
eight years of age. The new law means some children who have been secured with adult seat 
belts under the current law will have to return to a safety seat or booster seat. The appropriate 
seat for most six to eight year olds is a booster seat—which is designed to raise the child up so 
that adult seat belts will fit properly. Booster seats do not have harness straps and are not 
permanently installed in the vehicle.  
 
“The motivation for updating the Maryland Child Passenger Safety Law is to protect children with 
proper safety seats in order to prevent the amount of serious injury that we see in crashes 
because they were not adequately protected,” said Ocean City Police Chief Bernadette A. DiPino. 
 “We are confident that by increasing the age and size that is required for an adult seat belt, we 
can greatly reduce the risk of injuries for children and that is the main motive for this change.” 
 
Fortunately, boosters are generally the least expensive type of safety seat, with some starting as 
low as $13. For families who cannot afford to purchase a safety seat, loaner programs are 
available throughout the state. 
 
For more information about Maryland’s child passenger safety laws and loaner programs, call 
Maryland Kids in Safety Seats at 1-800-370-SEAT, or visit their Web site at: mdkiss.org 
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