
NEWS RELEASE 
OCEAN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND 
 

Public Affairs Specialist Jessica King    Public Affairs Officer Michael Levy 
410.520.5395: News Media Information     410.723.6665: News Media Information 
410.723.6610: General Police Information     410.723.6610: General Police Information 
443.235.4420: Public Affairs Cell Phone      443.235.4446: Public Affairs Cell Phone 

January 5, 2010 
                                                                       
Quite often, citizens' hunches turn out to be valuable information to us. If you have information that you feel we should know, we encourage you 

to leave us e-mail. OCPD@ococean.com 
For additional public safety information, go to the Official OCPD Blog at: http://ocpdmdinfo.blogspot.com or view real-time public safety advisories on “Twitter” 

by searching OCPDMDInfo. 
 

 
For Immediate Release: 

 
BE ON THE LOOK OUT FOR A NEW “SWEEPSTAKES” SCAM 

 
During the last week of December 2009, an elderly resident of Ocean City was telephoned by an unknown 
male, who told the resident that they had won $50,000.  The caller advised the resident to meet the 
unidentified male at the Berlin Wal-Mart because there was a near-by Western Union.  The resident did 
remember that they had previously entered some type of sweepstakes, however, could not remember any 
details of the sweepstakes and none were offered by the caller.  The resident was not able to obtain any 
information about the unidentified caller or the particular sweepstakes the caller was supposed to be 
representing.   
 
In this case the resident did not meet the unidentified caller.  The resident contacted the police and 
reported the incident. 
 
Citizens are reminded to use caution when contacted by persons claiming to be a sweepstakes 
representative.  The OCPD recommends that you DO NOT provide any personal information (name, date of 
birth, social security number, credit card information or your address, email or any other type of personal 
information) to anyone you do not know, either over the phone or via the internet.   Scams are often 
committed by perpetrators who either “cold call” or group-email persons randomly attempting to find an 
unwitting victim.   
 
The OCPD reminds citizens that if you register for a sweepstakes of any kind whether submitted in writing or 
over the internet, make sure you know who is sponsoring the prize. Randomly submitting your name and 
address to an unknown sweepstakes sources could potentially make you a target for these types of scams.   
 
Remember, the basic rules of providing your personal information:  

- If you are contacted by a person claiming to represent a sweepstakes and advised you have won a 
prize, you should not be asked to provide money to “process your prize”. 

- If you are contacted by someone claiming to be a sweepstakes representative, do not provide any 
personal information about yourself or your bank accounts.  

- Legitimate prize notifications are generally sent registered mail, or by special courier.  
- If you did not register or enter a sweepstakes, you should not have won anything. 
- Finally, if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is. 

 
If you suspect you have been solicited by some type of scam, or have been the victim of crime, please 
contact the Ocean City Police Department.  
 


