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Ocean City Police Department

Contact Information.

Office of the Chief of Police:
410.723.6633

Ocean City Police Front Desk:
410.723.6610

Ocean City Police Public Affairs:
410.520.5395

If you are experiencing an
emergency please call:

911

Or

410.723.6611

THE “BE SAFE” BEAT:

A MESSAGE FROM THE OCEAN CITY CHIEF OF POLICE

Dear community members,
Ocean City residents,
families and friends,

[ hope you had a
happy, safe and fun sum-
mer. As you know, there
are not enough police offi-
cers to stand on each cor-
ner in Ocean City, which is
why we depend on citizens
like you to be the eyes and
ears of your neighborhood,
by reporting suspicious
behavior and suspicious
activity. Your help has con-
tributed to our success and
your involvement is a criti-
cal part of keeping our
community safe.

The OCPD re-
mains committed to pro-
viding the highest level of
police service to both resi-
dents and visitors alike.
Our philosophy of commu-
nity policing is a promotion
of partnership between our
community and our police
department. We believe
that sharing information is
a proactive practice to re-
duce and prevent crime.
We hope that this newslet-
ter is only one resource
that we can use to stay con-
nected to you and your
community.

In hopes of providing
you with relative crime
prevention information,
the Ocean City Police De-
partment will be distribut-

ing a monthly newsletter to
residents. The pages of this
newsletter will contain sev-
eral valuable pieces of infor-
mation, that will hopefully
benefit you and your family.
Not only have we included
important crime statistics but
we have also incorporated
crime prevention tips, officer
related updates, hurricane
preparedness advice and up-
coming community training
information.

While summer is
nearing an end, there are sev-
eral things we must remem-
ber as we embark on the fall
season. Bike Week, Sunfest
and Endless Summer Cruisin
will continue to draw large
crowds to our community and
it is important to remember
to apply the same safety pre-
cautions in the fall as you do
in the summer. Some of those
precautions are making sure
that your car doors are locked
and asking your neighbors to
check on your house if you
are out of town.

In addition, it is im-
portant to remember pedes-
trian safety tips throughout
the year. Not only should you
always cross the street at a
crosswalk, but you should
make sure that you are cross-
ing with the light, and not
against it. Also, if you are rid-
ing a scooter or bicycle, re-
member to stay in the bus

lane and be extra careful of ve-
hicles around you.

Another important is-
sue to remember during the fall
months is hurricane prepared-
ness. On page three of the OCPD
Community Newsletter you will
find essential information about
how you can make certain that
you are ready for a disaster if
one should happen in our com-
munity. We have also included
a list of items that you should
include in your hurricane disas-
ter supply kit.

As you know, we offer
an open door policy and encour-
age you to stop in and give us
your comments, compliments
and concerns. The special and
open relationship we have with
our citizens is one that is treas-
ured by each member of the
OCPD. I am proud that this sum-
mer we were able to expand
that relationship by adding the
Boardwalk Neighborhood
Watch Association as our eighth
Neighborhood Group in Ocean
City.

We look forward to
your feedback and hope that
you enjoy, —
and benefit
from, the
partnership
with you and
your commu-
nity as much
as we do.

Be Safe,
Chief Bernadette @. DiFPino
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“COPS ON ROOFTOPS” AT LOCAL DONUT SHOP

OCEAN CITY POLICE HOLD “COPS ON ROOFTOPS” TO BENEFIT SPECIAL OLYMPICS

OPCD’S TOP 10

Ocean City Police Department Crime Analyst

The Ocean City Po- Olympics of Maryland.

lice Department will be

staking out Dunkin’ Donuts
to raise money for the Law
Enforcement Torch Run to

In addition to the
“Cops on Rooftops” there will
be a number of events going

formation on how you can do-
nate or how you can participate,
please call OCPD Public Affairs
410.723.6665.

on throughout the
day, including ap-
pearances from local
DJ’s, silent auctions,
special appearances
and much more. In
addition, Dunkin’
Donuts is offering a
free cup of coffee for
donations of $5 or
more. For more in-

benefit Special Olympics.

On September 25 &
26,2010, OCPD officers,
along with participating
community members, will
be stationed on the rooftop
of Dunkin Donuts on 119th
Street and Coastal Highway
to heighten awareness and
collect donations for Special

DELMARVA BIKE WEEK TIPS TO REMEMBER:

Other than July 4th week-
end, some might argue that
Delmarva Bike Week is the
busiest weekend that Ocean
City sees throughout each
year. Thousands of people
from all over the country
visit Ocean City to partici-
pate in the event.

This year, there are sev-
eral official locations participat-
ing , including: Harley Davidson
of Ocean City, Winter Place Park,
Seacrets, Perdue Stadium and
the Seaford Harley Davidson.
During this week it is important
to remember these very impor-
tant tips:

Be prepared for big
crowds and heavy traffic

e Expectloud noise.

e Beware of extra motorcy-
cles on the road. Often
times people can not see

motorcycles because of
blind spots in their mirror.
Be extra cautious of this

i when changing lanes.

e Ifyou see any criminal
activity including racing or
dangerous driving, try to
get a good description of
the vehicle and person. If
you are not driving, try to
write down the tag number
and call the police.

If you need assistance or
have a concern during Bike
Week please call 410.723.6610.

IT’S NOT TOO SOON TO THINK ABOUT THE HOLIDAYS

Below: Chief DiPino accepts a $3,500 donation
from the Delmarva Condo Managers Association
to benefit the 2009 Ocean City Police Depart-
ment Christmas Toy Drive

The Ocean City Police
Department is already re-
cruiting the help of the
community for this year’s
Holiday Toy Drive. If you
are aware of a family in
need, we are asking that
you contact Ocean City Po-

Jessica Waters. Also, the
OCPD is always looking for

lice Public Affairs Specialist

volunteers for the December
18th event, as well as cash
and toy donations. For
more information about the
event or how you can get
involved, please stop by the
Public Affairs Office or call
410.520.5395. Information
can also be sent by via the
internet by emailing
jwaters@oceancitymd.gov.

Brandon Reim compares the Top 10 calls for
service from Memorial Day to August 25 in 2009
and 2010.

Memorial Day 2009
to August 25, 2009:

1. Disorderly Conduct
2. 911 Hangup

3. Suspicions Person/
Suspicious Activity
4. Theft

5. Recovered Property

6. Malicious Destruction of
Property

7. CDS Violation
8. Civil Dispute
9. Assault

10. Trespassing

Memiorial Day 2010
to August 25, 2010:

1. Disorderly Conduct
2. 911 Hangup

w

Suspicious Person/
Suspicious Activity

Theft
Recovered Property
CDS Violation

Civil Dispute

© N o s

Malicious Destruction of
Property

9. Assault

10. Trespassing

*Please Note: These “Calls for Service” do not

include Officer Initiated Calls for Service, including

Business Checks, Assist Citizen and Animal
Controll
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HOW TO STAY PREPARED DURING HURRICANE SEASON

Some people agree that when
it comes to hurricane season,
you can never be too prepared.
However, being prepared in-
volves more than just collecting
canned goods and bottled wa-
ter. When it comes to hurricane
season, having your own food,
water and other supplies must
be able to last for at least a few
days.

Also, you might be asked to
evacuate at a moments notice
and many times services such
as electricity, gas and water

may not be available.
Learn what you need to
know about preparing
food and water before dis-
aster strikes.

At the OCPD we recom-
mend putting together a
hurricane safety supply
kit. The purpose of the
safety supply kit is to al-
ready have prepared those
items that are easy to for-
get about. This will de-
crease your chances of

behind in case of an evacua-
tion. Here are some recom-
mended items for your safety
supply kit: 1 gallon of water,
food (at least enough for 3-7
days), blankets, pillows, pre-
scription medication, clothing,
first aid, toiletries, batteries,
radio, cash, keys, books, tools
and pet care items. Also, re-
member to fill your fuel tank.

For more information about
preparedness, please email
jwaters@oceancitymd.gov.

leaving essential items

OCEAN CITY SCHOOLS BACK IN SESSION:
REMEMBER SCHOOL BUS SAFETY RULES

School is back
in session and the OCPD,

[SCHOOL'S OPEN
@ DRIVE CcAREFULLY!

in conjunction with
other state and local
safety groups, reminds motor-
ists to be extra careful at all
times. With summer ending
and the school semester in full
swing, motorists should do
their part to keep children safe
as they walk and bike to
school.

Ocean City saw a dra-
matic increase in school bus
traffic beginning August 30,
2010. Citizens need to remem-
ber that pick-up times vary,
however, as a general rule
morning pick-ups are from 7 to
8 a.m. and afternoon drop-off
is from 2:45 to 4 p.m. There is
also a mid-day pick-up of pre-
kindergarten from 11:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. While on Coastal
Highway, motorists traveling
in the same direction as the
school bus must stop for
school buses with flashing red
lights while they are engaged
in pick-up and drop off.

Here are some simple re-
minders for drivers:

« Slow down and be especially
alert in the residential
neighborhoods and school
zones. Take extra time to look
for kids at intersections, on
medians and on curbs.

 Enter and exit driveways and
alleys slowly and carefully.

e Watch for children on and
near the road in the morning
and after school hours.

e Reduce any distractions
inside your car so you can
concentrate on the road
and your surroundings.
Put down your phone and
don’t talk or text while
driving. Remember that
October 1, 2010 Maryland
joins other states making it
illegal to hold a cell phone
while operating a motor
vehicle.

— 1 Reminder for your

children:

« Stay out of the street
while waiting for the bus
& wait for the bus driver’s
signal before crossing in
front of the bus.

« BE SAFE, BE SEEN. Look
the driver in the eye to be
sure you are seen.

e Never run out into the
streets or cross in be-
tween parked cars. &
make sure they always
walk in front of the bus
where the driver can see
them

e Remember, the best
thing you can do as a par-
ent is to always set a good
example.

¢ Remain seated at all
times while the bus is
moving. Keep aisles clear
- stow school bags under
the seat.

What to include in your
Hurricane Disaster Supply Kit

e  Water: at least 1 gallon daily
per person for 3-7 days

e Food: at least enough for 3-7
days. Non-perishable pack-
aged or canned food/juice.
Foods for infants and eld-
erly. Non-electric can
opener. Cooking tools and
fuel. Paper plates and plastic
utensils.

e Prescription Medication
e Blankets & Pillows

e  (Clothing: seasonal/rain gear
and sturdy shoes

e Special Items: for babies
and elderly

e Toiletries/ Hygiene/ Mois-
ture wipes: Tooth paste,
tooth brush, toilet paper

e  Flashlight/Batteries
e Radio: Battery operated

e  Cash: Banks and ATMS may
not be open or available for
extended periods of time

e Keys

e Toys, Books, Games: to
help put children at easy and
to occupy your time while
you wait out the storm

e Important Documents: in a
waterproof container in-
clude insurance, medical
records, bank accounts and
social security card

e Tools: keep a set of tools
with you during the storm in
case you run into a problem
that might cause you to
board up windows or repair
other areas of your home

o  Vehicle fuel tanks should
be filled

e PetCare Items: proper
identification, immunization
records and medications for
animals, ample supply of
food and water, a carrier, a
muzzle and a leash




Departmental News & Officer Updates

PROMOTIONS:

e  Brian Mongelli was re-
cently promoted from
Corporal to Sergeant

®  Andrew Yeager was
promoted from Police
Officer First Class to
Corporal.

Congratulations to Sgt. Mongelli and Cpl. Yeager! Keep up the

great work.

OFFICER OF THE MONTH:

(] Forensic Services Techni-
cian Sharon Schultz was
the OCPD Officer of the
Month for June

e RSO Christopher Curly
was the OCPD Officer of
the month for July.

Congratulations to FSU Schultz and RSO Curley
RETIREMENT:

e  Sgt. Blair George

After nearly 26 years with the OCPD, Sqt. Blair
George will be retiring on September 7, 2010.

His hard work will be missed in the department and throughout

the community.

OCEAN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SEPTEMBER 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday

Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

The 27th 7

Citizen’s
Police
Academy
begins at
7:00 p.m

Labor Day

10 11

12 13 14

Citizen’s
Police
Academy

7pm-10pm

15 16 17| 18

Delmarva
Bike Week

Delmarva
Bike Week

Delmarva
Bike Week

21
Citizen’s
Police
Academy

19 20

Delmarva
Bike Week

7pm-10pm

22 23 24 25

“COPS ON
ROOFTOPS”

Sunfest

Sunfest Sunfest

26 27 28

Citizen’s
Police

Academy

“COPS ON
ROOFTOPS”

Sunfest 7pm-10pm

29 30

TOWN OF OCEAN CITY INSTITUTES STRICT LASER POINTER LAW

The Ocean City Mayor and
City Council on Monday passed a
new “Harassment by Laser Pointer”
law (OC Local Ordinance - Art I, Div
1, Sec 58-31), which is now in effect
throughout the Town of Ocean City.

The new ordinance makes it
unlawful for anyone to focus, or
shine a laser pointer directly or indi-
rectly on another person or animal in
any manner. It is also unlawful for
any person to shine a laser pointer
directly or indirectly on a balcony,
porch, patio, deck or any other struc-
ture where a person or persons may
be gather or in any window or door,
or any vehicle on land, air or water,
which includes but is not limited to
cars, bicycles, scooters, buses, trams,
planes, helicopters, boats, jet skies,
motorcycles, Segways or wheelchairs
in any manner.

Itis also illegal for minors to
purchase or possess laser
pointers within the corporate
limits of Ocean City.

It is also a crime for any person
to shine a laser pointer on the beach,
boardwalk, public streets or sidewalks
or from private property onto the
beach, boardwalk, public streets or
sidewalks, or from public property onto
private property or from private prop-
erty onto another private property.

Additionally, it is unlawful to
sell a laser pointer without having a
sign conspicuously posted at the point
of sale or exchange advising potential
purchasers of the Ocean City laser
pointer law. It is unlawful to sell a laser
pointer without providing the pur-
chaser with written notice, in bold face
type, a copy setting forth verbatim the
laws set forth in the Ocean City Code.

The new penalties for violations
of this new law make it a misdemeanor
offense punishable by up to 6 months in
jail and or a $1,000 fine. Beginning imme-
diately the OCPD will be strictly enforcing
this new ordinance and is asking for the
public’s cooperation and compliance.

As areminder, laser pointers are
not toys. These devices should never be
shined on or around people or animals.
The devices, if used improperly, pose
risks to humans and animals and could
cause eye damage. Parents of children
who have been given laser pointers are
reminded that it is no longer legal for mi-
nor children to possess laser pointers and
they should be restricted from their use.

The new ordinance is posted on
the Town of Ocean City web page:
www.oceancitymd.gov.




