
OCBP NEWS 

Crew Comps 2010 
submitted by:  Lt. Mike Stone 
 
 Where were you on the evening of August 7th, 2010 at 
6:30 pm?  I hope you were at the Ocean City Beach Patrol’s 
annual Crew Competition!  If you were not there then you 
missed an awesome evening of camaraderie and competition.   
 The overall winner of Crew Comps this past summer 
was none other than Crew 7, led by CC Tommy Spencer & 
ACC Aaron Steely.  The other members of Crew 7 are as fol-
lows; Sean Jupitz, Chris Huesgen, Shawn Seibert, Dave Miller, 
Whitney Eiring, and Trey Krell.  Crew 7 tallied 43 points, fol-
lowed by Crew 3 and CC Randy Wheeler & ACC Greg Evanoff 
with 29 points for second place.  In third place was Crew 17 
and CC Jake Foy & ACC Thomas Moyer with 26 points.   
 I wish I could mention every crew but that would take 
up too many pages.  I will, however, mention the winners of 
each event.  They are as follows: 
 
Run-Swim-Run 
1st Crew 7 
2nd Crew 4 
3rd Crew 8 
 
Paddleboard Relay 
1st Crew 7 
2nd Crew 4 
3rd Crew 2 
 
Land Line 
1st Crew 3 
2nd Crew 7 
3rd Crew 6 
 
Soft-Sand-Sprint 
1st Crew 6 
2nd Crew 17 
3rd Crew 7 
Tug-of-War 
1st Crew 8 
2nd Crew 3 
3rd Crew 5 
 
 There were many close races and unexpected out-
comes.  I also have to thank the Sergeants, Captain Arbin, & 1st 
Lt. Lee for all of their hard work.  I can’t forget Lt. Kovacs out 
there on the wave runner which is a tough duty.  The highlight 
of the event though, had to be Crew 8 and their victory over 
Crew 3 in the Tug-of-War.  We will see who defends their titles 
this summer as crews begin to take shape and workouts inten-
sify.  Crew Comps 2011 is scheduled for Saturday, July 30th, 
2011 at 6:30 pm.  The location is to be determined but will 
probably be down south again.  For now though, Crew 7 and 
the Middle South are the reigning champions with bragging 
rights! 
 

Limited Part-Time Positions Available 
submitted by:  Lt. Mike Stone 
 
 This is the time of the year when everyone starts wait-
ing for his or her invitation from Captain Arbin, and the OCBP, 
about returning for the upcoming summer season.  It would be 
easy if everyone was able to return full-time, but that is highly 
unlikely! 
That is where the opportunity for a part-time position comes 
into play.  The Beach Patrol has a limited number of part-time 
positions available every summer and you might be interested 
in one of them. 
 This past summer we had 12 – 13 personnel who occu-
pied part-time slots.  Some of the personnel occupied part-time 
slots until they became full-time, or vice versa.  Most though, 
were part-time for the entire summer.  I would estimate around 
10 or so part-time slots for this summer and want to let every-
one who is interested know what is expected / required.   
 The first requirement is that you have been full-time 
prior to becoming part-time, and you must be in good standing.  
The second requirement, and one of the most important factors, 
is that you must be available for 15 or more days after August 
15, 2011.  
If a person is only available during the middle of our season 
then he or she does not fill the need we have for the shoulder 
seasons (May & September).   The Beach Patrol has the highest 
number of full-time personnel available during the middle of 
the summer.  It only makes sense that part-time personnel be 
available early and or late.  If a person has good availability 
after August 15th, then Captain Arbin will allow me to work 
that person early if there is a need.  Each person who applies 
will be considered based upon his or her availability.   
 If you are unable to return full-time to the Beach Patrol 
this summer maybe you have what it takes to fill one of the 
limited part-time slots.  Please contact Lt. Stone after return 
invitations have been sent out in April!   
 
Captain’s Note: I personally understand the commitment and 
sacrifice it takes to make a part-time commitment. For the be-
ginning and end of each season for 34 years I have lived over 
four hours away from Ocean City and have made the trip each 
Friday and Sunday night. We have had numerous people in all 
positions drop to part-time only to have a change in availability 
and step right back into full-time without loss of status or sen-
iority. Don’t let a few months of a hard commute keep you 
from remaining affiliated with the patrol. If you can make the 
commitment to those days during our critical need times in late 
August and September, we will find a place for you. 
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ROOKIE CLASS 2011 
submitted by:  Sgt. Colby Kauffman 
  
Welcome to the best experience of your lives!  When you com-
plete the information that is included in this mailing one of the 
forms is for issued uniform and equipment. Please do the best 
you can to fill it out accurately and completely.  You will have 
the opportunity on your first day to see me and change things as 
needed.  If you have any questions when you are filling out your 
information, you can contact me at colbykauffman@yahoo.com 
  

Last years crew competition 
provided for a very exciting 
paddle board relay.  The huge 
surf seemed to roll in as the 
whistle signaled the start of the 
paddle board event.   



Iron Guard 
submitted by:  Sgt. Jeff Brabitz 

Just a reminder that this year’s Iron Guard will be held 
as a one day event. The competition will begin promptly at 5:30 
at 130th street beach house. We will hold individual and team 
races this year all in separate heats. It is going to be advised this 
year that if you are going to be a single competitor to work a ½ 
day to get started right at 5:30. After all the individual races we 
will then have the team races and of course pizza courtesy of 
our Iron Guard Sponsor; Pizza Tugos. So get ready for summer 
and let the fun begin.  

Wyld Stallyons Bowling 

The unofficial bowling team of the Beach Patrol is 
close to finishing up another successful season at Ocean Lanes 
in OC. The team has welcomed new comer Brad Smith this 
year and is improving every game. Dr. Mark Muller has been 
put on the permanent roster replacing former BP member Glenn 
Sutter after a slight change in zip code status. Muller’s balls are 
hitting the mark with his unique, no-fingers-in-the- holes style. 
We also had a huge scare as Bobby Frey was in the hospital 
with Mersa in his Lungs for a period of time. He is out and get-
ting better every day. Last but not, least our team is still held 
together by Foy and Brabitz. The glue and paste are still whip-
ping the ball down the lane while talking about how they are 
going to play in the summer, but never actually do. Keep up the 
good work Stallyons and get Wyld. 

 

New Floating Dock For Jet Skis 
submitted by: Admiral of the Fleet Kovacs 
 
Many of you have contributed to the success we have enjoyed 
with the floating dock system at Coast Guard Station Ocean 
City for the last three years. The Coast Guard has enabled us to 
make great strides in our efforts to deploy our rescue watercraft 
quickly and safely. I was able to respond to two emergencies 
last summer by simply driving over in my truck, uncovering 
and untying the craft and pushing it off the dock. I was on the 
water and on the scene in less than two minutes from the time 
the emergencies were dispatched. One was for kayakers in dis-
tress in the inlet, and the other was for a capsized PWC on the 
shoals off Assateague. This summer, our capabilities will be 
even greater as we add a third docking port at Station Ocean 
City. A brief glance at the OCBP calendar showed the need for 
the third dock when you look at dates like June 11, when we 
have a PEPSE scheduled at the same time we will be supporting 
the Air Show operations. One other important factor in our de-
cision to install a third docking slip was the construction of a 
new public boat ramp in West Ocean City. The new ramp will 
be on the same site as the current ramp, which is already being 
demolished. While the new ramp is going to be a significant 
upgrade from the old ramp, it is not scheduled to open until the 

end of May. Any delays due to weather or other issues could 
have caused us some significant logistical problems. Thanks to 
the Coast Guard, this will not affect us. 
 
Captain’s note: Make sure you one of the certified rescue craft 
operators for this summer. See the article on safe boaters certifi-
cation in this newsletter. 

New Signs for Guard Stands 
submitted by: Lt. Kovacs 
 
The Beach Patrol has just completed the most noticeable changes 
to our sign design since 2006. The new design has our hours of 
operation prominently listed directly under the banner at the top of 
the sign. We added the dates for dog restrictions, and made the 
area that SRTs can write on with chalk larger. The new sign has a 
much more colorful airplane, and we felt it important to actually 
have a pilot in the cockpit. There are several less noticeable 
changes, like cleaning up the logo design, but most of the changes 
suggested by SRTs, CCs and officers have been incorporated and 
will appear on the 20 new signs that have already been ordered for 
this year. 
 
Captain’s note: When we prepare to re-order printed or dated 
materials we always use this as an opportunity to make improve-
ments. Suggestions for improvements come from various sources, 
but our employees are our greatest source of suggestions for mak-
ing the organization better. Please, let us know of any ideas you 
have. 
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BP story to share from Montgomery County by Sgt. Ed Fisher 
 
I had an interesting BP related encounter yesterday.  I just finished running in Sligo Park with the boys and was walking on a 
cool down, and saw a woman who is a naturalist at the Audubon Society.  I have worked with her setting up environmental ac-
tivities at my old school.   We started to talk and she told me when she was at the beach this past summer her mother in-law was 
posting my weekly Dispatch articles on the fridge for the grandkids to read every week.  I was like "wow what a concerned and 
smart grandma" and then she explained that her husband, grandpa, had died on 142nd from a neck injury in 2004.  She said the 
article I wrote entitled "Never Turn Your Back on The Water" is still up on the fridge. Grandpa was walking in to the beach with 
his back to the water.   While I was struck by the tragedy, I also couldn't help but get of an image of grandma huddling the 
grandkids around the fridge to educate them on beach safety.  She also complimented and said that the guards had done an 
amazing job handling the incident.  She asked me to pass that along.   
Ed 
 
Confirmation according to Sgt. Rick Cawthern 
Ed- 
I do remember that incident. Bobby Dean and I did C.P.R. on the older gentleman. Yes; that was the situation, he was walking 
out of the ocean and got clipped by a wave in the back of the neck. It was during Fall Patrol. 
Sgt. Cawthern 
  
Captain’s Note: Once again an incident that happened on the beach in Ocean City has impacted not only the immediate family 
but has obviously extended far beyond. What to us is just another incident that we have been trained to respond to is a life chang-
ing event for an entire family. The SRTs involved in that incident are forever significant. In this case the outcome was not what 
we would hope or pray for, but we can’t control the ocean environment, we can only respond and perform the skills that we have 
practiced. I also remember this incident and I received numerous correspon-
dences that just applauded the guards professionalism and skills. This also 
highlights the importance of our education and outreach programs, which is 
everyone’s responsibility. 

Town and Local News 
Local Sports 
submitted by:  Sgt Rick Cawthern 
 
The Stephen Decatur boys’ swim team finished second, just 1.5 
points behind Fallston High School, during the 3A/2A/1A State 
Championship meet Saturday February 26 at the University of 
Maryland’s Eppley Recreation Center. Fallston’s team is 
coached by another Beach Patrol alum, Will Cross. Will 
worked for the Beach Patrol a couple summers ago in Crew 17. 
Three of the members of the swim team have Beach Patrol con-
nection’s: Austin Deppe (3rd from the left back row) father 
worked for the Patrol in the 80’s; Christian Yandle (4th from 
the left back row) father also guarded in the 80’s (and will be working for the patrol this upcoming summer) and Jake Blazer (to 
my right) father worked in the 80’s. We had an awesome season this past winter. I hope my winning streak continues into this 
spring while I’m coaching Track at Stephen Decatur and continues into this summer for our competition team. 
 
Captain’s Note: Congratulations to both Rick and Will for their work with our youth. This is just one more example of how our 
people exemplify themselves away from the Patrol.  It is well known that people with Beach Patrol experience are outstanding in 
any work environment. That is why we maintain such high standards, so that everyone who has a Beach Patrol affiliation is held 
in the highest regard, which benefits us all. 
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Thank You! 
The Ocean City Beach Patrol would like to 
thank the following businesses/publications  
for helping to save lives by getting our safety 
messages out: 
The Dispatch 
Ocean City Today 
Worcester County Times 
The Daily Times 
The Beach Guide 
The SeaBoard  



OFF SEASON ACTIVITIES/WORK for OCBP 

New Vehicles for 
2011 
submitted by Lt. Ward 
Kovacs 
 

The Beach Patrol has purchased a 2011 STX 1500 
Kawasaki Jet Ski that will be supplied by Bayside Jet Drive. 
This is a local vendor that operates at 53rd Street, and that cur-
rently does the winterizing and maintenance on our other Jet 
Skis. The color of the Jet Ski hood is slightly different from the 
last four PWCs we have purchased, as the red is no longer 
available. The new PWC is more of a maroon color.  

We have also purchased three new Honda Fourtrax 
ATVs for the 2011 season. These will replace the three that 
were sold at the town’s fall auction last October. The models 
that we ordered for this year remain unchanged from those we 
have purchased for the past three years, which means that all of 
the quads deployed from 27th Street, 130 and the 66th Street 
Cabana will be identical this year. All of them will be equipped 
with the 2/4 wheel- drive option and are all water cooled with 
disc brakes.   

We are scheduled to receive another Trailblazer this 
summer to replace 601, which is the vehicle that is kept at 
130th Street. The new(er) vehicle was a one-driver vehicle that 
will be transferred from the Transportation Department. The 
arrival of its replacement to the Transportation Department will 
determine the transfer date, and it is currently scheduled to be 
very close to the start date for our season. I have been assured 
that we will have 601 until its replacement is outfitted with the 
emergency lights, siren and radio equipment that we need in the 
vehicle.  

 
Captain’s Note: Even in these tight budget times we 

continue to have the support of the City Manager to maintain a 
reliable and up-to-date motorized fleet.  It is only through the 
efforts of all of us who are responsible for the use and mainte-
nance of our vehicles that we demonstrate that we are good 
stewards of the resources that are trusted to us. It took many 
years to get on the schedule of purchasing three new Four Trax 
each year and sending three to the city auction. What we have 
proven is that keeping them one less year has resulted in sav-
ings on maintenance and repairs that were typically higher dur-
ing the 5th year of use and often resulted in a disproportionate 
amount of down time for those vehicles. Additionally, the con-
dition that we maintain them in has resulted in much higher 
bids at the auction than we would normally expect. Thank you 

Building Work and Upgrades 
submitted by: Lt. Kovacs 
 
During the off-season months we were able to get several pro-
jects done on our buildings. The biggest has yet to be com-
pleted, but should begin as soon as the weather breaks. We 
were able to get approval for painting the outside of our Head-
quarters Administration building. This work will include power 
washing the building, filling cracks in the cement and blocks, 
and applying two coats of paint. Because of the size of this pro-
ject, the work had to be bid out to contractors. Also at head-

New OCBPSRA 
Patches for 2011 
submitted by Lt. Ward 
Kovacs 
 
After one full year of 
learning more about 
patch designs, features 
and options than I ever 
wanted to know, I was 
glad to finally place the 
order for new OCBPSRA 
patches this week. Now 
that I can go into great 
detail discussing the merits of a laser-cut border over a hot nee-
dle or merrow border for abutting rockers, I think most of our 
employees will like the new designs. The suggestions that I 
received from those who attended the Strategic Planning meet-
ing were very helpful, and the last minute help with color 
choices from Sgt. Kauffman were also a big help. We replaced 
the main 4” logo patch with one of the same size, but with the 
correct colors and dimensions for the logo. The Junior Beach 
Patrol patch was an entirely new creation modeled after the 
logo that appears on Instructor shirts and the brochure. We have 
added “Beach Patrol Communications”, “Land Line”, and 
“Rescue Board” patches since the training for each of these 
areas has grown more specialized and formal over the years. 
The “Rescue Watercraft” and “Mobile Rescue” patches are 
completely redone with updated Jet Ski and Quad pictures. An-
other significant change began with wording on patches, but 
affects other aspects of OCBPSRA certification levels. Largely 
due to the urging of Lt. Smith, the designation “SRT I” will be 
held by those who complete Training Academy and probation. 
What used to be “Basic” will now be called SRT II, what was 
advanced will now be SRT III. Since we are ordering, what we 
hope will be a 4-5 year supply of patches, this was the logical 
time to make this change that we have been discussing for sev-
eral years. We also ordered patches with the understanding that 
most people will want to be “upgraded” with the new designs, 
and we plan on being able to meet those needs.  
 
Captain’s note: All returning members of the patrol will re-
ceive a new patch for each certification that you have com-
pleted. However, the changes in OCBPSRA are much more 
than about new patches. See the article on changes to 
OCBPSRA certifications in this issue of the Semaphore News. 

quarters is a new gas tank and pump unit. The new tank was 
needed in order to meet current codes for large capacity tanks. 
The new pump and nozzle are also significant upgrades from 
the old leaky handle. The 130th Street building had work done 
to sure up the floor near the doors, and new lights installed on 
the front of the building. The old storage box that was just east 
of the building has been replaced with a brand new box that is 
much larger and more functional. At 66th Street work was done 
to seal the doors, and our extended patrol quad operators 
painted the ramp and main stairway.  
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