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One of our greatest defenses against these inju-
ries is education.  The patch to the left  is 
earned when SRTs complete the Beach Safety 
Educator requirement for OCBPSRA  SRT II 



 

             Captain’s Note: Because Education and Prevention are two components of our three-part mission we look at this 
data to assist us in creating better delivery strategies for our educational outreach programs. This data is not meant 
to frighten the beach-going public into staying out of the ocean, but rather to help us better understand the dangers 
associated with the ocean environment and provide them with information to make it safer for them to enjoy the 
wonderful ocean environment. We also must use caution when using statistics, because a miss-informed public may 
draw some inaccurate or simply wrong correlations to cause and effect, which just are not supported. If you look at 
the numbers carefully you see that the ocean, when guarded by trained lifeguards,  is really 
a very safe environment and the chances of a person becoming a victim of a “neck/back” 
are rather remote. Furthermore, we know from anecdotal data and victim interviews that 
most of these incidents were easily preventable had the person used proper techniques and a 
little knowledge of the ocean environment. That is why I am always saying that education is 
the most important aspect of our mission and why we work so closely with the press and 
other publications that may help inform our public.  But there is always more each of us can 
do. Make this “the summer of EDU’s”. 
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