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Pedestrian, bike safety urged
The Ocean City Police Department 

reminds citizens to “Be Safe, Beach 
Smart — Walk with Wisdom and Bike 
with Brains.” The campaign focuses on 
educating visitors and residents on pe-
destrian and bicycle safety.
Chief appointed

OCPD Chief Bernadette DiPino 
was recently appointed Vice Chair of 
the Maryland Police and Correctional 
Training Commission. 
Strict laser pointer law 
instituted

This summer the Mayor and City 
Council passed a new “Harassment by 
Laser Pointer” law (OC Local Ordinance 
- Art II, Div 1, Sec 58-31).

• It is illegal for minors to purchase or 
possess laser pointers within the corpo-
rate limits of Ocean City.

• It is unlawful for anyone to focus, 
or shine a laser pointer directly or in-
directly on another person or animal in 
any manner. 

• It is unlawful to sell a laser pointer 
without having a sign conspicuously 
posted at the point of sale or exchange 
advising potential purchasers of the 
Ocean City laser pointer law.
Join Neighborhood Watch

In 1984, the National Crime Preven-
tion Council designated October as 
Crime Prevention Month. Every year 
since then, OCPD has reached out to 
educate the public, showcase accom-
plishments, and explore new partner-
ships during this month.
Residential security checks

Residential security checks are part of 
an ongoing effort by the Ocean City Po-
lice Department to protect the commu-
nity against crime. In addition to being 

OCPD news briefs
a good crime prevention tool, residen-
tial security checks promote proactive 
police-citizen interaction and encourage 
the sharing of vital information about 
the community. To sign up for residen-
tial security checks, visit www.oceanc-
itymd.gov.
Volunteers sought for 
reserve police officers

OCPD is seeking volunteers to train 
and become reserve officers for the up-
coming training class. Reserve officers 
are civilians trained to support the po-
lice department and serve the citizens of 
Ocean City by providing volunteer ser-
vices to supplement regular law enforce-
ment personnel in the performance of 
specific duties. 
‘Cops on the roof ’

On Sept. 25, OCPD officers will be 
stationed on the rooftop of Dunkin’ Do-
nuts at 119th Street for over 24 hours to 
heighten awareness and raise money for 
Special Olympics. There will be a Chi-
nese auction as well. 
Crime prevention programs

The OCPD’s proactive crime pre-
vention programs were demonstrated 
throughout the summer months. The 
OCPD, along with its partners, founded 
the Sexual Offense/Assault and Rape 
reduction (SOARr) Project. Additional 
programs, including the Community 
Outreach Social Media Program, Citi-
zens Police Academy, Neighborhood 
Watch, Reducing the Availability of Al-
cohol to Minors (RAAM) and Bicycle/
Scooter Registration Program, focused 
on several special events to highlight the 
importance of crime prevention.

To learn more about all of these 
OCPD news briefs, go to www.oceanc-
itymd.gov/police.

Citizens can help keep Ocean City graffiti-free by reporting sightings of it to the Ocean 
City Public Works Department. The presence of graffiti can lead to more graffiti; there-
fore, the Town is seeking the help of citizens to keep it at bay.

To report graffiti, log on to our web site reporting tool at www.oceancitymd.gov/graf-
fiti.html.

In 2007, the Town passed legislation to require the in-
stallation of carbon monoxide detectors in new and exist-
ing one- and two-family dwellings as well as new and exist-
ing multi-family dwellings where fuel-burning equipment 
is installed or operated. Fuel-burning equipment could be 
gas water heaters, furnaces, dryers, fireplaces, wood stoves 
or engine exhaust. For specific installation locations, visit 
the Ocean City Fire Department, Office of the Fire Mar-
shal web site and review the code at www.oceancitymd.gov 
or call 410-289-8780. 
Smoke alarms

Fire Prevention Week is Oct. 3-9. This year’s theme is 
“Smoke Alarms: A Sound You Can Live With!” The fire 
department reminds citizens to check their smoke alarms. 

Say no to CO

Carbon monoxide detectors are required in OC
It is important to understand the safety that smoke alarms 
provide, as well as knowing that providing them is the law.

Smoke alarms should be tested at least monthly and 
should have batteries replaced twice a year. A simple way 
to remember to change your smoke alarm battery is to 
change the battery when you change your clocks.

Anyone needing a smoke alarm or battery can contact 
Fire Department Headquarters at 410-289-4346.
Fire sprinkler system precautions

As we prepare for cooler temperatures, there are simple 
maintenance tips to ensure fire sprinkler and domestic 
pipes do not freeze and break.

Sprinkler areas should be checked to make sure 
they are above freezing. Setting a unit thermostat to 

keep pipes above 40 degrees Fahrenheit will help pre-
vent these pipes from freezing. Auxiliary condensate 
drains should be drained by a licensed sprinkler com-
pany or person knowledgeable about sprinkler systems.  
Emergency contact numbers should be posted on the out-
side of the building, which can help the fire department 
contact responsible parties in the event of a pipe break. 
Also, key lock boxes, which can be purchased from the 
fire department headquarters at 15th Street, can allow ac-
cess into a building in the event of an emergency to allow 
firefighters to turn off water mains and minimize damage 
within units.

For more information, call the Ocean City Fire Depart-
ment, Office of the Fire Marshal, at 410-289-8780.

Bruce Krasner, Boardwalk Neighborhood Watch Association area coordinator, and 
Vicki Barrett, Boardwalk Neighborhood Watch Association block captain, join OCPD 
Chief Bernadette DiPino and Mayor Rick Meehan at the ribbon-cutting marking the 

start of Ocean City’s newest Neighborhood Watch Association.

Boardwalk is newest OCPD 
Neighborhood Watch Association

The Ocean City Police Department has 
added a new Neighborhood Watch Associ-
ation to the community — the Boardwalk.

Neighborhood Watch is an effective and 
inexpensive way to prevent crimes in the 
community.

The Boardwalk joins other Neighbor-
hood Watches in Ocean City, including 
Edgewater Avenue, Bayshore Drive, Lit-

tle Salisbury, Caine Keys II, Montego Bay, 
Sundowner Park and Caine Woods. 

For more information on the Boardwalk 
Neighborhood Watch Association, or to 
find out how to become a member of your 
local Neighborhood Watch Association, 
contact the Ocean City Police Department 
Public Affairs Office at 410-723-6665 or 
visit www.oceancitymd.gov.

The following holidays are observed by the Town of Ocean City:
• Labor Day: Monday, Sept. 6, 2010.

• Columbus Day: Monday, Oct. 11, 2010.
• Veterans Day: Thursday, Nov. 11, 2010.

• Thanksgiving: Thursday and Friday, Nov. 25-26, 2010.
• Christmas: Friday, Dec. 24 and Monday, Dec. 27, 2010.

• New Year’s Day: Friday, Dec. 31, 2010.

Holiday Information
The Town of Ocean City is once again pro-

viding a Christmas tree drop-off site at the 
100th Street Municipal Parking Lot. Trees 
can be placed in the northeast corner of the 
100th Street lot Dec. 26 through Jan. 31.

Ocean City Christmas tree 
drop-off site will be available

Please remove all tinsel, ornaments and 
other non-wooden items from the tree. 
Trees collected at the site are taken to the 
county landfill where they are ground into 
mulch.

Help keep Ocean City graffiti-free


