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You are receiving this letter because the Town of Ocean City’s Department
of Planning and Community Development has identified your company to be
a hosting platform or property manager, as defined by Ocean City’s Rental
Housing Ordinance (Chapter 14, Article V, hereinafter “Ordinance”). Recent
amendments to the Ordinance affect your obligations and operations as a
hosting platform or property manager. The purpose of this letter is to inform
you of these amendments, share the attached Ordinance and Frequently
Asked Questions, and to explain in more general terms below how to comply
with your obligations under the Ordinance.
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Background
The Ordinance became effective on March 21, 2022. To comply with the Ordinance, property
owners are required to have a rental license or business license, whichever is applicable to their
premise for habitation. Property owners shall be in compliance with all applicable provisions of the
Town’s Code. Property owners shall be compliant with Maryland law on the payment of sales and
use tax. The property owner shall certify that all taxes relating to the rental of property are paid
current at the time of license issuance and renewal. The license shall be displayed as the Ordinance
requires. Additionally, the Ordinance has other requirements of the property owner.
Your company should read and understand the obligations for hosting platforms and property
managers contained in the Ordinance. A few of the main requirements are:
•

Platforms and property managers shall include in all advertising, whether by print, electronic,
audible or in any other form or substance that is designed to inform as to the availability of
any property for rent, the applicable Ocean City license control number. A hosting platform
or property manager that does not input the information to create the advertisement or listing,
shall provide a mandatory field on their online site in which the Ocean City rental license
control number or the business license control number are required to be entered. This field
shall be displayed on/in the advertisement or listing.

•

Platforms and property managers must verify that any rental housing unit offered for rent is
licensed through one of the verification methods approved by the Division (see below) before
the platform or property manager may advertise, list or otherwise facilitate a booking
transaction for the rental housing unit.
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